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PREFACE. 


Among  the  various  plans  fug- 
gefted  for  the  relief  of  ' that 
large  portion  of  our  fellow-creatures 
and  fellow-chriftiaris,  fuffering  under 
all  the  horrors  of  a perfecution  raifed 
by  impiety  and  anarchy,  it  has  been 
thought  not  an  improper  one  to  prefent 
‘to  that  generous  people,  who  have  fo  ' 
amply  contributed  to  that  relief,  a 
brief  abftraft  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
French  Clergy  during  the  French  Re- 
volution ; a work  dedicated  to  the 
Englifli  nation,  by  the  Abbe  Barruel ; 
almoner  to  her  moft  lerene  highnefs 
the  Princefs  de  Conti. 
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A few  occafional  notes  * have  been 
added  to  this  Abftra£t,  as  a friendly 
caution  to  the  people  of  this  country 
how  they  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  be- 
guiled by  foi-difant  philofophers  to 
adopt  principles  which  fooner  or  later 
muft  inevitably  produce  effeSs  hmilar 
to  the  prevalence  of  the  like  fentiments 
in  France.  Little  can  be  faid  to 
heighten  the  author’s  concluding  re- 
fledion  ; but  we  cannot  withhold  thofe 
very  appofite  ones  which  occurred  to 
a worthy  Prelate  of  our  own  church, 
who  did  not  live  to  fee  the  evil  which  an 
over-ruling  Providence  has,  luffered  to 
fall  on  a neighbouring  land. 

“ The  cafe  of  thei\fl)'rians  affords  a 
remarkable  inftance  of  the  manner  in 
which  God  ufes  the  inilrumenrality  of 
man’s  free  choice  forefeen,  and  thus 

* A tranflation  has  been  juft  publifhed,  which  the 
author  has  availed  himfelf  of  to  correft  a few  trifling  mif- 
takes,  into  which  he  had  been  led  by  wrong  informa- 
tion in  writing  the  original.  Thefe  corrections  are  of 
fmall  confequence,  and  are  diftinCUy  pointed  out  in  the 
Englifh  preface. 

caufes 
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caufes  all  the  machinations  of  worldly  ■ 
politicians  to  work  together  for  the 
accomplilhment  of  his  defigns,  while 
they  attend  only  to  the  furtherance  of 
their. own.  For  thus  God  has  been' 
pleafed  to  flate  this  matter,  once  for 
all,  by  his  prophet  Ifaiah,  x.  5,  6. 
The  proud  Ailyrian  knew  not  (what 
Ifaiah  could  have  told  him)  that  Je» 
hovah,  having  performed  by  ,his  hand 
the  work  of  corredling  a rebellious 
people,  v/ould  afterwards  punifli  like- 
wife  bis  own  flout  heart,  and  the  glory 
of  his  high  looks  (If.  v.  12.).  Fie 
perceived  not  the  abfurdity  of  the' axe 
prefuming  to  boaxt  itfelf  againft  the 
perfon  that  heweth  therewith.  (Ib.  xv.)* 
The  elegant  Bofluet,  fpeaking  of  the 
downfall  of  the  Roman  empire,  fays, 
“ New  nations  feemed  to  arife,  and  to 
rufli  from  unknown  regions,  in  order  to 
take  vengeance  on  the  Romans  for  the 
calamities  which  they  had  inflided  on 
mankind  f 

* Home’s  Affize  Sermon,  Oxford,  1775.' 

t Univerfal  Hiilory,  II,  ig4. 
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Let  us  beware  left  . the  comparifon 
between  us  and  the  French  nation,  at 
the  beginning  of  their  revolution,  hold 
but  too  true  ; for,  to  ufe  once  more  the 
words  of  a Prelate  of  our  own,  not  long 
deceafed  : Among  us,  “ God  beholdeth 
his  ordinances  negle£ted,.  his  Sabbaths 
profaned,  his  faints  difparaged,  his  mi- 
nifters  defpifed,  his  religion  torn  in 
pieces  by  contending  fects,  when  there 
feems  to  be  fcarcely  enough  of  it  for 
each  of  them  to  take  a little  ; the  in- 
fidel openly  reviling,  or  covertly  mock- 
ing ; the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
faints  deferred  for  the  dregs  of  Socini- 
anifm  ; a fet  of  men  ftyling  themfelves 
philofopbers  wantoning  in  all  the 
paradoxical  abfurdities  of  fcepticifm, 
leaving  us,  between  them,  neither  m.at- 
ter  nor  fpirit,  neither  body  nor  foul, 
and  doing  their  beft  endeavour,  in 
their  lives, -and  after  their  death,  to 
render  us  a nation  literally  without  God 
in  the  -world  . • 

* Bifhop  Horne’s  Fall  Sermon  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  February  4,  1780. 

Emotions 


Emotions  of  humanity  can  never  fail 
to  rife  in  Britifh  hearts ; but  when  the 
firft  impulfes  are  gratified,  new  ones 
will  be  raifed,  as  the  diftreffed  cafe  be- 
comes better  known.  The  cafe  is 
unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind, 
and  the  horror  of  it  aggravated  by  the 
ftate  of  cultivation  and  civilization  to 
which  the  world  is  fuppofcd  to  have 
been  brought. 

After  due.deduftion  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  principles  which  pervade  this 
iuft  and  animated  declamation,  there 
is  nothing  faid  refpeding  the  new-ejia-; 
blijhed  religion  of  France,  to  which  Pro- 
tettants  may  not  unrefervedlyfubfcribe. 
The  Chriftian  religion  is  profcribed. 
The  religion  of  nature^  reafon^moralitjy 
republicanifm,  is  eftablifhed.  This  has 
been  done  in  France  by  an  appeal  to 
men’s  paffions,and  intereft,  and  has  fuc- 
ceeded.  In  England  it  has  been  at- 
tempted by  an  appeal  to  men’s  libera- 
lity of  mind  and  thinking  powers,  and 
has  not  fucceeded.  The  majority  of  the 

commnnity 


community  un'derftood  their  religion 
•and  their  real  intereft,  both  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  better;  and  have  re- 
pelled the  zealous  unguarded  attempts 
to  unchrijitanij^i  them;  for  this,  in' a 
Proteftant  country,  is  the  true  tranfla- 
tion  of  uncatholicijjng  {decatholicifer). 
The  members  of  the  Chrlftian  Church 
in  England,  whether  eftablilhed  by 
law,  or  eftablifhed  by  convidion  (for 
the  fame  commori  truths  are  held  and 
cherifhed  by  the  Churchmen  and  Dif- 
fenters),  will  not  with  impunity  bear 
to  be  told  that  they  are  idolatrous 
bigots 'j  that  their  Chriftianity  is  a lie 
or  a corruption.  There  is  no  reafon 
becaufe  one  nation  has  been  guillotined 
out  of  their  religion,  another  fhould  be 
bullied  or  tricked  out  of  it.  Thus  far 
the  hiftory  of  the  fuffering  church  of 
France  is  a warning  to  Britain. 
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UR  countrymen,  in  the  firfl:  Impulfes 


of  fympathy,  received  the  diftrelt  re- 
fugees from  France  with  open  arms.  After 
they  had  difcharged  the  firft  duties  of  hu- 
manity, they  were  eager  to  hear  the  tale 
of  woe  which  every  one  *-of  them  had 
to  tell,  and  which  it  is  now  become  ne- 
ceflary  to  collect  into  a correded  narra- 
tive. This  talk  devolved  on  the  Abbe  Barruel; 
and  he  has  executed  it  in  a manner  equal  to 
the  moft  fanguine  expectations.  His  hiftory 
is  divided  into  three  parts;  the  firfl  com- 
prehends what  paffed  moft  remarkable  ref- 
pefting  religion  under  the  AfTembly  called 
Rationale  conjiituante^  from  May,  1789,  to 
the  end  of  September,  1791.  The  fecond 
terminates  at  Auguft  10,  1792,  His  obje£l 
was  not  to  relate  every  particular  of  thefe  pe- 
riods, but  only  fo  much  as  was  fufficient  to 
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fhew  how  both  prepared  and  produced  the  < 
^d,  which  was  that  of  the  maffacres  and  j 
banlfliment  of  the  clergy.  The  emotions  | 
of  gratitude  which  break  forth  in  every  page  I 
feem  concentered  in  the  loth  page  of  the  j 
Introdudion,  in  celebrating  the  goodnefs  of  | 
the  Marquis  and  Marchionel's  of  Buckingham 
to  the  clergy  in  Winchefter  cattle,  difplayed 
in  every  poffible  manner  both  openly  and 
fecrctly  : to  thefe  mutt  be  added  the  clergy 
■ a:nd  magiftrates,  and  all  claffes  of  inhabitants, - 
in  Winchefter  and  Gofport.  The  like  may 
be  faid  of  London — of  England-^ — and  in  thele 
general  defcriptions  there  is  fcarcely  a line  for 
Meflh.  Burke  and  Wilmot.  138  bifhops  or 
archbiftiops,  64,000  curates, or  vicars,  obliged 
to  quit  their  ftations  or  perjure  themfelves  ; 
not  to  mention  all  the  ecclefiaftics  and  the 
religious  of  both  fexes,  driven  from  their  ha- 
bitations, and  the  temples  of  the  Lord  turned 
into  vaft  prifons  for  his  minifters,  of  whom 
qoo  were  mafl’acred  in  one  day  in  one  city  ; 
all  the  reft  facrificed,  or  driven  to  feek  refuge 
where  they  could. — Such  is  the  fpedtacle 
wdiich  the  French  Revolution  offers  to  the 
world,  from  the  beginning  of  the  opening  of 
the  States  General  at  Verlailles,  1789.  Mi- 
rabeau  the  elder,  who  to  the  talents  joined 
the  vices  of  Catiline,  publicly  declared  that, 
in  order  to  produce  a revolution,  they  muft 
begin  with  uncathoUciJing  France.  He  found  a 
greater  refiftance  than  heexpe£l:ed,and  theex- 
ecution  of  his  plans  was  referved  for  wickeder 
fpirits.'  Tothe  Atheifts  were  joined  tbe 
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nomijls,  who  wanted  to  fave  the  expences  of 
religion,  and  enrich  the  nation  by  the  plunder 
of  the  church.  The  court  and  city  favoured 
thefe  as  favouring  the  diffolutenefs  of 

their  manners.  On  this  the  clergy  withftood 
them,  though  too  many  of  this  body  did  not 
preferve  the  conftancy  the  reft  have  fliewn. 
Neckar,  when  prime  minifter,  firft  paved  the 
way  to  thefe  perfecutions  by  keeping  Back 
many  of  the  bifliops  from  the  States  General, 
and  weakening  the  hierarchy,  to  deftroy 
Epifcopacy  in  France.  Prefbyterianifm  was 
on  the  point  of  ruining  the  Church,  when 
the  curates  faw  that  the  overthrow  of  reli- 
gion, more  than  the  relief  of  the  paftors,  was 
the  objed  aimed  at.  The  third  eftate  foon 
got  the  better  of  the  nobility  and  clergy 
in  thefe  deliberations,  and  made  them  join 
in  that  conftitution  which  deftroyed  the 
church  and  monarchy.  Before  the  clergy 
came  to  the  States  General,  they  had  given 
up  their  immunities  and  pecuniary  privileges, 
and  offered' to  take  upon  themfelves  the  loan 
of  thirty  millions  then  wanted.  That  Af- 
fembly  took  aw^y  their  tithes  and  the  church 
plate.  . The  next  ftep  was  to  fet  the  people 
againft  them,  by  reprefenting  them  as  arifto- 
cratically  inclined  ; and,  in  the  Affembly  at 
Verlailles,  Odober  9,  Taillerand  Perigord, 
bifhop  of  Autun,  moved  for  feizingall  the  re- 
maining property  of  the  clergy,  which  was 
enforced  by  the  mob,  and  the  churches  were 
fold,  and  turned  into  ft^bles  and  play-houfes. 
The  abolition  of  religious  orders  followed  ^ 
B z next : 
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next : the  religious  women  refufed  to  quit 
their  cells ; but  among  the  monks  were  a 
great  number  of  apoftates,  whofe  former 
' lives  had  net  agreed  with  their  profeffion. 
The  fourth  degree  of  perfecution  was  the 
framing  a civil  conftitntion  for  the  clergy, 
weakening  their  authority,  oppofing  the  re- 
ceived faith  concerning  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities, fpiritual  and  temporal,  the  antient 
dilcipline  and  the  conftitutions  of  the  church 
as  to  its  counfels,  the  Pope,  the  bifliops,  the 
paftors  in  general,  and  the  people ; bdides 
‘other  errors  in  this  new  conftitution.  The 
king  was  prevailed  on  to  fign  it,  and  it  was 
carried  into  execution.  A tifth  ftep  in  perfe- 
cution was  exafting  from  the  clergy  an  oath 
to  maintain  this  new  conftitution,  or  renounce 
their  fundions,  on  pain  of  being  punilhed  as 
difturbers  of  the  public  peace.  Only  eight 
day«  were  allowed  them.  Thirty  of  three 
hundred  of  the  ecclefiaftical  deputies  and  Ja-. 
cobin  feffion  immediately  took  the  oath  : 
twenty-nine  bifhops  and  near  two  hundred 
and  thirty  priefts  were  referved  to  the  next 
day,  to  be  called  upon  by  name  to  take 
i^  The}^  refufed  at  firft,  a tew  hngly,  and 
a t:irwards  the  reft  in  a body  ; infomuch  tliat 
twenty  of  thofe  who  had  before  taken  it 
retraded  it.  Mirabeau  could  not  help  ex- 
claiming, ‘‘  We  have  got  their  money,  but 
^ they  have  kept  their  honour.”  The  next 
and  fixth  degree  of  perfecution  was  the  mu- 
nicipal officers  fumnvoning  all  ecclefiaftics  to 
take  this'oath,  under  pain  of  depofition.  The 
Q ' whole 
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whole  was  conduced  with  indecency;  many 
curates  were  facrificed  by  the  mob,  even  while 
defended  by  their  parifhioners.  Baillie,  the 
Mayor,  unable  to  prevail  on  one  of  them,  told 
him,  if  this  conftitutlon  was  contrary  to  the 
Catholic  religion,  and  he  could  bring  it  about, 
the  Catholic  religion  Ihould  not  exift  a day 
longer  in  France.  Another  magiftrate  refigned 
his  office,  to  avoid  adminiftering  the  oath; 
and,refufing  to  take  it  himfelf,  gave  up  a royal 
profelTorfliip  and  his  whole  income.  Six  hun- 
dred of  the  clergy  in  Paris  were  faid  to  have 
taken  the  oath,  of  whom  two-thirds  were 
fuch  priefts  as  the  church  difclaims,  colle- 
gians who  for  the  laft  twenty  years  have  been 
ruining  education  (ces  hommes  de  college  qui 
malheureufe merit  depuis  plus  de  20  ans  perdoient 
r Education) ^ or  finging-men,  who  made  no 
part  of  the  clergy.  Among  the  138  bifhops 
and  archbiffiops  only  four  prevaricated ; the 
bifhop  of  Autun  beforemcntioned,  the  bifhop 
of  Sens  (cardinal  Lomcnie),  the  biffiop  of  Or- 
leans, and  the  bifhop  of  Viviers.  The  priefls 
who  took  the  oath  were,  in  general,  afraid 
of  the  Jacobin  mob  and  the  French  Hugue- 
nots. It  had  been  a plan,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  revolution,  to  play  off  the  Calvinifts 
againft  the  Catholics  ; and  the  louthern 
Calvinifis  at  Nilmes  maffacred  near  fix  hun- 
dred citizens,  of  every  age,  rank,  and  fex  ; 
while  thofe  of  the  Cevennes  round  Nifmes 
expreft  their  abhorrence  of  iuch  proceedings, 
and,  in  the  National  Affembly,  defended’ the 
clergy.  It  was  no  'ealy  matter  to  replace  the 
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depofed  bifhops  and  clergy  with  others.  The 
funlhine  was  changed  into  almoft  total  dark- 
nefswhen  Expiily,  the  new  bilhop  of  Quin- 
per,  rook  his  leaf.  Saeves,  the  intruder  into 
the  lee  of  Poitiers,  fell  down  dead  as  he  was 
going  to  fign  the  hateful  decree.  Another 
intruded  parilh-prieft  dropt  down  at  the  altar. 
Many  were  tormented  with  remorie;  the 
Pope  condemned  them,  and  feparated  the 
falfe  from  the  antient  church  ; and  the  fol- 
lowers of  each  feparated  from  the  other,  and 
were  allowed  ieparate  churches,  where  the 
fervice  was  peilormed  in  the  ft  riel  eft  decency. 

At  laft  thde  true  Catholics  w*ere  abufed,  and 
the  women  publicly  whipt,  to  make  them 
take  the  oath.  Thefe  cruelties,  encouraged 
by  Fayette  and  Baillie,  Ihockcd  ihe  nation, 
and  feveral  priefts  recanted.  j| 

The  eighth  kind  of  perfecurlon  was  expel- 
ling the  biflmps  from  their  diocefes,  and 
the  fir  ft  arrefting  of  priefts  whofe  peiifions 
had  before  been  taken  off ; inftances  of 
tile  firft  kind  are  the  bilhops  of  Senez  and 
Gap.  The  burial  of  Mirabeau  at  St.  Ge-  .i; 
nevieve,  and  tiie  deftruction  of  five  has  | 
reliefs  of  that  magnificent  church,  at  an  j 
expence  of  1 1 o,oco  livres,  are  feelingly  de- 
feribed.  The  next  ftep  againft  the  priefts 
was  the  flopping  of  their  penfions,  followed  I 
foon  after  by  the  imiprifonment  of  feventy 
at  Breft ; whence,  after  the  King,  himfelf  '| 
prifoner  at  the  Thuilleries,  had  figned  the  | 
conftitution,  they  were  releafed.  1 bis  tran-  ! 
qindity  was  of  ihort  duration.  A.fter  the 

king’s 
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king’s  attempt  to  efcape,  others  in  difFerent 
diftrids  were  apprehended.  The  feizure  of 
Avignon,  and  the  execution  of  fix  hundred 
perlbns,  who  Vi^ere  knocked  on  the  head  one 
by  one  as  they  were  let  out  of  the  caflle, 
and  their  mangled  bodies  thrown  into  the 
pit  called  the  Glaciere ; together  with  the 
venerable  M.  Nolhac  in  his  8oth  year,  who 
had  been  curate  of  St.  Symphorien  30  years, 
concludes  the  firft  part  of  this  work. 

The  fecond  part  comprehends  the  perfecu- 
tions  of  the  clergy  and  church  under  the  ie- 
cond  National  AlTembly,till  Auguft  ro,  1792. 

The  conftitutional  relioion  was  now  efia- 

^ ^ O 

bliftied  in  France,  and  in  its  novelty  alone  had  all 
the  marks  of  reprobation;  owing  its  creation  to 
the  legiflators  of  the  day,  inftead  of  going  back  to 
Jefus  Chrift  and  divine  authority.  Its  firft  teacher 
was  Camus ; its  firft  confecrator,  Taillerand ; its 
firft  bifliop,  Expilly.  Its  opinions  concerning  the 
facerdotal  mifiion  and  fpiritual  power,  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  hierarchy,  the  head  of  pontiffs,  and  pon- 
tiffs in  general,  the  evangelical  virtues,  were 
proferibed,  like  thofe  of  herefiarchs,  by  the  Pope 
and  the  billions,  the  true  judges  of  the  faith. 
Reduced  to  itfelf  alone,  fuigle,  without  communi- 
cation with  the  Holy  See,  with  any  of  the  Catholic 
fedts  in  the  world,  it  had  no  other  fuffrage  but  its 
own.  Eftabiiflied  on  the  ruins  of  a Catholic, 
Apoftolic,  and  Roman  church,  it  could  not  law*  ^ 
fully  apply  to  itfelf  any  of  thefe  titles;  for  truth 
cannot  be  eftablifhed  on  the  ruins  of  truth.  It 
was  as  new  as  the  revolution  which  produced  it 

In  vain  did  the  Catholics  oppofe  arguments 
againft  the  innovation;  the  innovators,  un- 
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able  to  anfwer  them,  had  recourfe  to  abufc 
and  alarms. 

But,  it  muftbe  confeft,  the  part  of  the  people 
which  changed  their  religion  was  the  moft  igno- 
rant and  vicious.  Among  the  bourgeois,  who, 
with  more  leifure,  might  be  fuppofed  to  polTefs 
more  information,  many  feemed  to  follow  this  new 
religion ; but  they  were  men  whom  the  jealoufy 
of  the  nobility,  lords,  and  falfe  ideas  of  liberty, 
feemed  to  have  involved  in  the  whirlpools  of  the 
revolution.  Changes  in  religion  were  to  them  not 
fo  much  the  effed  of  convidion,  as  a party  bufi- 
nefs  ; and,  having  once  put  on  the  uniform  of  the 
National  guards,  they  followed  blindly  or  cowardly, 
for  fear  of  being  arrefled  ariftocrats  at  the  law  of 
the  day. 

' If  they  could  have  had  their  choice,  the  majority 
would  have  wiihed  that  the  revolution  had  been 
confined  to  civil  matters;  and  they  could  not 
difeern  that  the  new  order  of  things  did  not  pro- 
cure them  happier  times 

The  fecond  National  Aflennbly,  which  met 
in  Odober,  1791,  confided  of  men  of  fuch 
charader  ‘‘  that,  if  a third  had  not  afterwards 
met,  one  fhould  have  faid  that  the  fecond 
was  compofed  of  the  fweepings  and  filth  of 
the  fedions  and  clubs.”  There  were,  met 
however  a number  of  deputies,  who  thought 
themfelves  honeft  men  becaufe  they  were 
conditutional,  and  made  fome  attempts  to 
maintain  that  French  Conliitution  which  the 

* P.  165.  What  is  here  faid  of  the  French  people  by  no 
means  applies  to  the  Engllh  of  the  fame  clafs.  Neither 
they  nor  the  nobility  (a  few  difcontciued  of  both  claffes 
excepted)  have  a real  vvilh  for  a change  ; or  are  infen- 
fible  of  the  blciiings,  religious  and  civil,  they  now 
enjoy.  - t b.  150. 
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clubs  vvHhcd  to  abolifli.  The  new  troubles 
raifed  againft  the  clergy  by  this  new  Af- 
fembly  confifted  in  reprelenting  them  as  the 
authors  of  oppofition  to  the  new  eftablifh- 
ment,  and  no  pains  were  fpared  to  make 
them  refractory ; a new  term,  invented, 

like  that  of  Ariftocrat,  to  increafe  the  popular 
fury,  by  making  it  believed  that  all  diftur- 
bances  originated  from  them.  A fecond 
oath,  called  the  civic,  was  impofed  upon 
them  ; by  which  they  fwore  io  be  faithful 
to  the  nation,  the  law,  the  king ; and  to 
maintain  the  French  confitution  decreed  by 
the  firf  d[fembly,  under  pain  of  being  declared 
incapable  of  every  ecclefiaftical  and  civil 
fundtion  ; deprived  of  their  penfion  ; reputed 
fufpedled  of  rebellion  againft  the  law,  and 
evil  defigns  againft  their  country;  and  con- 
fined in  the  town  affigned  by  the  refpedtive 
deputies  for  the  place  of  their  exile  or  im- 
prifonment.  This  infidious  decree,  enadlcd 
November  29,  1791?  was  oppofed  by  the 
department  of  Paris,  as  exprefsly  contrary  to 
the  oath  to  maintain  the  conftitution  ; which 
fecuring  to  all  citizens  the  fame  right,  left 
them  at  liberty  to  take  or  refufe  the  civic 
oath,  without  fubjedling  them  to  pains  and 
penalties.  Many  of  the  clergy  had  taken  it 
■when  the  conftitution  was  Icarcely  begun, 
February  4,  1790.  The  bifhop  of  Clermont 
declared  in  the  Affembly,  June  9,  that  year, 
that  the  religious  articles  in  the  conftitution 
. did  ilot  admit  of  an  oath  without  reftridtion  ; 

C and 
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and  he  was  followed  by  all  the  bifhops  and 
clergy,  and  many  of  the  lay  depvrtles.  The 
decree  of  November  29  was  not  paft.  Num- 
bers of  perfons  quitted  France  to  enjoy  the 
free  exercife  of  religion,  and,  among  the  reft, 
the  king’s  aunts.  The  minifter’s  report, 
February  8,  1791,  vindicated  the  nriefts  from 
the  charges  brought  againft  the  difturbers  of 
the  public  peace,  and  he  was  juftified  in  his 
aftertions  by  fad'ts.  All  this,  however,  did  not 
fatisfy  the  Jacobins.  The  Pope  iflbed  a new 
brief  againft  communication  with  the  new 
paftors.  Humanity  revolts  at  the  recital  of 
the  outrages  committed  to  compel  fuch  com- 
munication; outrages  and  cruelties  praftifed 
in  the  moft  cruel  fchifms  of  the  church,  even 
in  that  of  the  Circumcelliones  February 

15^ 

* A horrible  confederacy  of  defperate  ruffians  ; a 
furious,  fearkfs,  and  bloody  fet  of  men,  compefed  of  the 
rough  and  hu’age  populace,  who  embraced  the  party  of  the 
Donatiiis,  maintained  their  cauic  by  force  of  arms,  and, 
overrunning  all  Africa,  filled  that  province  with  llaugh- 
ter  and  rapine,  and  committed  the  moil  enormous  a<^s 
of  perfidy  and  cruelty  againft  the  followers  of  Ceci- 
lianus.”  Alolhehii,  i.  330. — If  it  were  not  ungenerous 
and  unchriftian  to  retort  (but  Proteftants  cannot  forget 
the  valleys  of  Piedmont,  and  the  revocation  of  the  edift 
of  Nantz,)  tlie  mouth  of  retort  would  be  ftopt.  it  were 
well  if  thofe  of  our  own  country  could  forget  the  fuf- 
ferings  of -their  own  ciergv  in  the  laft  century.  VVe  are 
all  taught  this  important  ielTon — that  religious  horrors 
are  the  worft  of  horrors ; and  that  we  cannot  be  too 
careful  hew  we  promote  or  encourage  them.  Learn 
hence,  ye  followers  of  thofe  eminent  names,  who  amufe 
themfelves  in  venting  every  abufe  againft  the  eftablifhed 

religion 
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I5»  the  Jacobins  paft  an  order  for  a general 
imprifonment  of  all  priefts  left  in  the  depart- 
inents  mofl:  fubjed  to  them  ; beginning  in 
Dinant  on  the  North  coaft,  and  with  Angers* 
in  which  three  hundred  priefls  of  its  ncigbour- 
hood  were  ordered  to  meet.  The  treatment 
they  met  with  there  from  their  perfecutors  is 
reproach  to  human  naturef.  Above  twice 
as  many  more  were  collecled  at  Laval  half 
of  them  totally  . without  refource;  120  at 
Breft  ; others  at  Rennes.  Charrier  of  Lyons, 
an  intruded  hilliop  at  Rouen,  where  he  fuc- 
ceeded  cardinal  Rochefoucalt,  quitted  it  for 
lhame.  Six  bifliops  have  exprell  their  re- 
morfe  to  the  Pope,  but  are  afraid  to  declare 
it  publicly.  Other  priefts  feel  the  like  re-  ^ 
morfe.  A decree  againft  wearing  the  eccle- 
liaftical  habit,  propoied  by  an  intruded  prieft, 

religion  of  their  country,  that  the  beginning  of  llrifc 
is  as  when  one  letteth  out  water. 

* An  affecting  pi«Sl;ure  is  given  of  the  deflruftion  of 
churches  and  churchyards  in  that  city,  p,  230 — 2.  The 
fuperb  church  of  Notre  Dame  de  Puy  was  burnt  down. 

P.  264.  Puy  de  la  Garde  is  a town  with  a convent  of 
Auguftines,  famous  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the  devo- 
tion paid  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  iiufching,  V.  528. 

t The  generous  relief  and  affiftance  they  experienced 
from  the  inhabitants  and  the  bulk,  of  tlie  people  who  ad- 
hered to  their  old  religion,  leems  to  fLirnifh  matter  of 
altonilhment  that  they  fuhmitted  to  the  change  : but 
the  patience  and  tranquillity  of  their  priefts  reftrained 
them  from  exerting  the  oppofition  which  their  fuperior 
numbers  aiithoiifed, 

I Which  had  been  made  a bifliopric  by  the  National 
AftTembly. 
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was  not  fanflloncd  by  the  king.  Another 
for  fupprefling  the  fecular  congregations  of 
inftitutors,  miffionaries,  fifters  hofpitalers, 
and  all  other  fuch  like,  propofed  by  the  fame, 
was  adopted.  The  refufal  of  the  oath  had 
already  thinned  the  colleges  and  nunneries  of 
their  ftudents  and  profeflbrs,  Alexander 
Moy,  curate  of  St.  Laurence  at  Paris,  who 
had  taken  the  oath,  publiflied  a book  againft 
all  religious  worfhip  ; which  his  parilhioners 
refented,  almoft  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  and 
a propofition  founded  on  which  was  fcouted 
even  by  the  Jacobins.  Wearied,  or  afteding 
to  be  fo,  with  continued  accufations  of  the 
nonjuring  clergy,  the  legiflators  required  a 
nevv  report  on  the  interior  dijiurbances ; which 
was  drawn  up  accordingly  by  Fran^ais  of 
Nantes ; and  was  replied  to  by  the  clergy, 
who  charged  thofe  who  had  conformed  with 
having  done  it  more  from  motives  of  fear 
than  from  any  defire  to  hear  the  truth.  The 
reporter,  while  he  left  to  the  priefts  their  an- 
tient  worfhip,  forbad  them  to  preach  and 
publifh  it.  This  was  followed  by  a decree 
for  the  politic  meafure  of  lending  out  of  the 
kingdom  all  the  clergy  who  had  not  taken 
the  oath  of  December  26,  1790,  or  the  civic 
one  of  September  5,  1 79 1 , or  retraded  either. 
They  were  allowed  twenty-four  hours  to 
quit  die  diltrid  ; three  days  the  department ; 
and  a month  the  kingdom ; a paffport  and 
three  livres  for  ten  leagues,  till  out  of  the 
kingdom,  on  pain  of  being  removed  by  the 

gendarmerie 
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gendarmerie  from  brigade  to  brigade : thofc 
who  remained  or  refufcd  to  be  detained  ten 
years.  In  vain  did  the  clergy  claim  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  Conftitution.  The  defects  of 
the  decree  were  well  expofed  by  the  arch- 
bifhops  of  Aix  and  Arles : the  former  was 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  England,  for  having 
written  an  excellent  work  on  the  fubjeft. 
A different  fate  awaited  the  latter.  The  king 
refufed  his  concurrence  to  this  decree,  as  to 
every  other  againft  the  clergy.  They  con- 
cealed themfelves  fame  time  in  Paris,  Rouen, 
and  Amiens,  in  various  difguifes.  They 
were  at  lafl:  fupported  by  public  fubfcription. 
In  the  beginning  of  June  this  year,  every 
afliirance  in  favour  of  religious  liberty^  in  its 
utmoft  extent,  had  been  given  in  Paris ; but, 
on  the  28th  of  that  mouth,  the  mob  broke 
into  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries,  under 
pretence  of  the  king’s  having  refufed  his  alfent 
to  the  proceedings  againft  the  nonjuring 
priefts,  but  really  to  try  the  ftrength  of  the 
Jacobins,  previous  to  the  agitating  the  quc- 
ftion  of  his  removal  or  fufpenfion  from  the 

A. 

crown.  Fifty-four  departments  endeavoured, 
by  addreffes  full  of  indignation  againft  this 
infurrecftion,  to  do  away  the  horrors  of  it. 
The  king  was  drawn  in  to  declare  war  againft 
Auftria;  and  this  ftep  was  afterwards  made  a 
charge  againft  him  that  he  wanted  to  procure 
the  Emperor  to  enter  France,  to  overturn  the 
new  conftitution,  and  leftore  the  court,  the 
clergy,  and  the  nobility.  The  Jacobins  did 
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not  flop  here.  One  would  have  thought  that 
the- law,  in  giving  him  a veto^  had  left  one 
to  each  department,  each  diftrifl:,  each  of  the 
four  thoufand  municipalities  againft  him. 
The  Jacobins  of  Finifterre  propofed,  in  the 
general  council  of  adminiftrators  in  this  de- 
partment, a charge  as  falfe  as  heavy  againft 
the  nonjuring, clergy,  and  an  order  for  their 
being  confined  in  the  caftle  of  Breft,  or  im- 
mediately fent  out  of  the  kingdom  at  their 
own  option.  M.  dh'\rgentre,  bifhop  of  Li- 
moges, that^benevolent  prelate,  fo  univerfally 
beloved  for  his  humane  and  civil  qualities, 
fo  refpeded  for  his  religous  virtues,  had,  on 
this  occafion,  a moft  narrow  efcape  from  the 
malice  of  Guai  de  Vernon,  his  Intruded  fuc- 
ceffor,  who  wrote  circular  letters  through 
his  diocefe,  and  fent  patterns  of  a pike  to 
arm  the  people  againft  the  clergy.  The 
Jacobins  threatened  to  exterminate  all  the 
nonjuring  prlefts,  or  fend  them,  with  the 
wives,  children,  and  parents  of  the  emi- 
grants, againft  the  Auftrian  cannon. 

The  army  under  Duflailant  was  eafily 
routed  at  Jales,  and  himfelf  killed,  July  ii. 
Scenes  of  horror  followed  : the  revolutionary 
troops,  having  no  enemy  to  fight,  plundered 
and  mafiUKred  every  where,  h prieft  was  cut 
to  pieces,  by  miftake  tor  an  old  monk  of  the 
fame  name,  who  had  ioiig  left  France. 
Thirty  prlefts  and  many  innocent  peafants 
were  involved  in  the  fame  mafiacre  by  the 
Huguenots  of  the  South  ; “ whofe  religion  the 

new 
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new  conftitutional  religion,  m many  articles, 
refembled  ; and  at  leaft  preferved  the  reality 
of  the  mafs,  epifcopacy,  and  confeffion.  The 
Huguenot  minifters  would  themfelves  have 
refufed  its  oath,  as  catholic  priefts,  though 
for  different  reafons.  Whence  then  this  in- 
veteracy in  the  Southern  Huguenots  againft 
priefts  whofe  only  crime,  in  the  eyes  of  even 
their  pcrfecutors,  was  the  refufal  of  this  very 
oath  ? The  revolution  explains  all.  The 
impious  and  the  intruded  urged  on  the  Jaco- 
bins ; the  Jacobins  the  Huguenots ; and  the 
Devil  all.  The  madnefs  of  rage  animated 
them  all.  God  made  ufe  of  them, all  to 
try  his  church  ; and  his  priefts  muft  forgive 
them  all,  and  even  rejoice  in  the  happy  op- 
portunity which  heaven  gave  them  to  die 
for  their  faith  Bourdeaux,  which  rival- 
led Paris  in  the  revolutionary  fpirit,  began 
the  maffacre  of  priefts.  Several  inftances 
here  recorded  ferve  but  to  (hew  the  madnefs 
of  the  mob ; dancing  round  the  tree  of 
liberty,  amidft  repeated  ads  of  murder  of 
men  whom  judges  and  magiftrates  acquitted. 
Thefe  gradually  trained  the  mind  to  ads  of 
greater  injuftice  and  more  general  maftacre. 
A prieft  of  Rouen  was  murdered  by  the 
women ; “ that  defeription  of  women  to 
be  met  with  in  Paris,  ready  to  believe  every 
thing  ; and,  having  paft  their  younger  days 
with  ftiame,  became,  in  fome  fort,  the 
ruffians  of  their  fex,  more  irafcible,  and 

often 
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often  more  cruel,  than  thofe  of  Jourdao 
himfelf*.” 


Part  III.  containing  a continuation  of  the 
hlftory  of  the  perfecutions,  maffiicres,  and 
exile  of  the  clergy,  has  the  following  exor- 
dium : 

For  a feries  of  years  the  religious  orators  and 
dodiors  had  announced  to  France,  to  the  King’^s 
court,  from  the  evangelic  chair,  and  in  their  dif- 
ferent writings,  that  the  reign  of  the  wicked  would 
never  be  eflablifned  without  being  equally  fatal  to 
the  throne  and  the  altar.  The  French  revolution 
feemed  to  have  undertaken  to  verify  this  predidfion. 

In  the  firft  National  AfTembly,  deep  villains, 
like  the  elder  Mirabeau  ; great  rebels,  like  Philip 
d’Orleans;  men  incapable  of  bufinefs,  but  fooliOily 
ambitious  of  popular  applaufe,  like  La  Fayette ; 
men  of  execrable  ingi'atitude,  like  the  Lameths ; 
atrocious  fouls,  like  Barnavc  ; dark  fophiffs,  ftupid 
politicians,  like  Seyes ; the  general  inqudl  of  Ra- 
baud.  Target,  or  Cbapellier;  had  given  to  France 
a conftitution  which  made  the  king  the  fervant  of 
the  commons.  In  the  fame  affembly  thofe  hy- 
pocritical tyrants,  Camus,  Treillard,  Expllly, 
unnaturalizing  religion,  fubjedting  the  gofpel, 
Chrift,  and  his  apoftles,  to  the  caprices  of  the 
age,  had  fubftituted  to  the  church  a phantom; 
to  the  true  paftors,  intruded  ones ; to  unity, 
fchifm  ; to  reality  and  truth,  illufxon  and  error. 
Wretches  deeper  fcill,  tyrants  more  atrocious,  fo- 
phifb  more  mondrous,  the  choice  of  the  laft  Ja- 
cobin confpirators,  Pethion,  Roberfpierre,  Marat, 
and  Banton,  had  told  thefirfhbut  half  their  fecret. 
They  had  left  them,  by  a conflitution  which  they 
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did  not  defire  to  weaken  and  enervate,  that  liio. 
narch  whofe  name  was  a torment  to  them  ; to  ftrip 
the  altars  which  they  were  to  annihilate,  to  calum- 
niate, ruin,  and  turn  out  thcfe  priefts  whom  they 
wilhed  to  maffacre.  For  ten  whole  months  the 
Jacobin  legiflators,  and  the  Jacobin  municipalities, 
iecretly  purfued  thefe  laft  projedts  of  revolution. 
The  fame  fteps,  the  fame  progrefs  againft  the  king 
and  the  clergy,  announced  that  the  fame  cataf- 
trophe  was  about  to  happen  to  compleat  the  double 
* proferiptions.  Briflbt  was  ready,  with  his  Gi- 
rondins,  Vergnaux,  Guadet,  and  Genfonnet ; he 
had  prepared  the  decrees  which  were  to  annihi- 
late the  ftrudture  raifed  by  the  firft  Aflembly,  and 
efpecially  this  conftitutional  monarch,  which  it 
had  fubftituted  to  the  true  Kings  of  France.  All 
the  crimes  which  were  to  be  imputed  to  Louis 
XVI.  to  authorife  his  fufpenfion,  imprifonment, 
or  death,  were  committed  by  thofe  very  men  who 
were  preparing  to  impute  them  to  him,  who,  by 
their  own  confeffions,  had  committed  the  monly  to 
make  them  one  day  fall  on  his  own  head 


Such  was  the  forcing  him  to  declare  war 
againft  Pruffia  and  Auftria  ; “ becaufe  they 
“ forefavv  that  the  Auftrian  and  Prullian  ar- 
mies  once  entering  into  France,  they  could 
“ accufe  the  king  of  having  called  them  in 
“ to  re-eftabblh  his  antient  power.  Briflot 
and  his^  Jacobins  had  fomented  all  the 
‘‘  troubles  of  the  provinces  and  the  capital ; 
“ but  they  wanted  to  tell  the  provinces  and 
the  capital  that  peace  and  plenty  would 
never  be  reftored  while  they  had  on  the 
“ throne  a king  intereded  in  maintaining 
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‘ diforder  under  the  new  laws ; while  France 
‘ had  a king  too  weak  to  refill  the  enemies 
‘ of  the  conftltution,  or  too  ambitious  to 
‘ wifh  to  do  fo.  Brlffot  and  his  Jacobin 
^ partifan,  Pethion,  laboured  to  make  the 
‘ people  folicit  the  depofition  of  Louis  XVI. 
‘ as  the  only  remedy  for  the  misfortunes 
‘ of  the  empire  ; becaufe  it  was  to  ferve 
‘ as  a pretence  for  that  Convention  which 
‘ was  to  annihilate  in  France  even  the 
‘ title  of  King.  The  greater  part  of  the 
‘ French  (hewed  a repugnance  to  thefe 
‘ dHpofitions.  BrilTot  in  vain  founded  the 
‘ departments ; even  in  the  National  Af- 
‘ fembly  he  had  counted  voices,  and  had 
^ found  the  greatefi:  majority  againft  him» 
‘ It  was  laid  that  violence  and  mafl'acre- 
fhould  do  what  perfuafion  could' not.  The 
‘ capital  was  worked  up  to  the  highdt 
* pitch ; under  the  name  of  federates  the 
‘ ruffians  of  the  provinces  were  all  called  in, 
^ and  the  day  was  fixed  for  hriking  the  laft 
‘ blow  againll  the  throne.  France,  loft  in 
‘ terror,  or  frantic  with  fury,  was  one  day 
‘ to  know  both  the  views  and  progrefs  of 
^ this  plot,  in  its  plan,  its  artifices,  its  exe- 
‘ cution,  the  inoft  infidious  and  atrocious 
‘ that  the  annals  of  wickednei's  record.  ‘'’It 


was  one  day  to  be  informed  by  the  very 
authors  of  the  plot,  by  rh-e  writings  of 
Brifibt,  the  fpeecties  of  Vergiianx  and 
Louver,  when  tlieir  deteftable  luccefles 
permkted  thefe  great  conlpirators  to  dii- 
clofe  the  flagrant  perfidy  and  to  glory  in  iu 
2 ‘ At 
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At^the  moment  when  the  new  confpiracy 
was  to  break  out,  the  burgefles  of  Paris 
fhuddered  at  it  without  daring  to  oppofe 
it ; the  populace  and  the  ruffians  feconded 
it  with  all  their  fury  without  knovvino;  it,” 
An  eflfiitial  part  of  it  was  the  fdeath  of 
the  nonjuring  priefts  ; and  lifts  were  drawn 
out  of  all  in  Paris,  efpccially  thofe  who 
had  diftinguiflied  themfelves  by  their  zeal 
and  writings  in  fiivor  of  religion.  'The  loth 
of  Auguft  was  the  day  fixt  on  to  be  the  laft 
day  of  the  French  monarchy.  “ That 
frightful  day  was  an  age,  a chaos  of  fury, 
maffacre,  horror,  (laughter,  on  the  part  of 
the  ruffians  ; of  treachery  and  wickednefs 
‘‘  on  that  of  the  confplrators.  It  was  for 
Louis  XVI.  and  his  queen  an  age  of  hu- 
“ miliation,  punifhment,  and  infuit.  An 
army  of  60,000  ruffians,  national  traitors, 
and  all  the  mob  of  the  Fauxbourg  St. 
Antoine  and  St.  Marceau,  brfieged  the 
Thuilleries.  The  king  faw  himfelf  re- 
duced  to  feek  protedion  in  the  hall  of  the 
legiflators  ; his  Swifs  guards,  after  prodi- 
“ gies  of  valour,  to  the  nunxber  of  8 or  900, 
were  almoft  all  facrificed.  The  caftle  was 
plundered,  and  all  the  fervants  in  it  flaugh- 
tered.  The  populace  vented  their  rage  on 
“ all  the  moft  precious  furniture  in  this 
abode  of  Kings.  They  drank  the  blood 
of  the  dying,  tore  out  the  hearts  of  the 
dead,  mangled  their  bodies,  devoured 
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their  flefh,  and  were  for  twelve  hoursdrunk 
“ with  rage  againfl:  every  thing  that  had  be- 
‘‘  longed  to  the  king  and  all  his  fervants 

The  lifts  of  the  priefts  were  given  out ; 
and  they  were  charged  with  liavlng  joined  the 
foldiers  in  arms  in  defence  of  the  king.  The 
plan  of  arrefting  them  was  carried  into  exe- 
cution Auguft  II,  beginning  with  the  bifl'iop 
' of  Arles  ; who,  though  hrmly  attached  to 
' the  true  religion,  had  never  diftinguiflied 
liimfelfin  its  behalf,  nor  publifhed  the  pal-* 
toral  letter  to  liis  dlocefe,  like  the  other 
bifliops.  ^No  uillindlion  was  made  between 
the  priefls  called  public  funftionarles,  from 
liaving  been  engaged  in  the  miniftry,  or  in- 
Irrudling  in  parilhes  and  colleges ; and  thofe 
who  liad  not  held  thde  functions.  Forty-fix 
• were  apprehended  that  day,  and  among  them 
two  brothers,  bifliopsof  Beauvais  and  Salutes. 
They  were  all  confii]ed  in  the  church  of  the 
Carmelites,  even  their  canes  taken  from 
them ; and,  no  beds  being  provided,  they 
were  obliged  to  pals  the  night  fitting  on 
chairs,  forbidden  to  fpeak  to  one  anotlier,  or 
to  kneel  at  their  prayers ; the  guards  block- 
ing them  with  the  mofi:  horrid  oaths  and 
imprecations,  and  mimicking  tlie  fervice  of 
tlie  church,  and  the  mats  of  the  dead 

34^* 

t Does  not  this  remind  our  readers  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  ruffian  foldiery  in  the  parliament’s  caufe  in  the 
lall  century?  Happily  Engiiffimen  have  had  enough  of 
this  work  ; and  no  iiffinuations,  dired  or  indired,  can 
ftir  them  up  to  repeat  it  in  the  prefent  century. 

Thefs 
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Thefe  unhappy  men  efcaped  for  the  prefent* 
But,  Augufl  13  and  15,  orders  were  iflued 
for  a general  arreft  of  all  the  nonjuring 
priefts;  the  others  hardly  efcaping  by  wearing 
lay  habits,  The  city  of  Paris  afforded  a 
“ moft  extraordinary  fpedacle  in  thefe  days 
of  terror  and  confufion.  The  eye  ranging 
“ over  this  immenfe  city,  would  have  feen 
the  innumerable  ways  in  which  this  rage 
“ was  vented  in  the  lame  moment  againfl: 
the  two  great  obje6ls  of  the  hatred  and  fury 
of  the  ruffians,  the  ruins  of  the  antient  mo- 
“ narchy  and  of  the  altar.  The  hall  called 
‘‘  National  prefented  the  king  and  his  con- 
‘‘  fort,  his  fifter,  Ins  children,  their  governefs, 
‘‘  a princefs  allied  to  him*,  confined  in  a 
lodge  in  the  face  of  the  rebels,  and  reduced 
‘‘  to  hear  their  fate  from  the  mouth  of  the 
‘‘  confpirators,  this  monftrous  fenate  palfing 
fucceffively  from  its  decrees  againfl:  the  king 
“ to  its  decrees  againfl:  the  priefts.  Around 
this  refort  of  rebellion,  part  of  the  king’s 
houfe  ftill  fmoking,  a numerous  populace 
flocking  to  feed  their  eyes  with  the  fight 
of  the  ruins  of  the  caftle  ; ftill  nearer  to  the 
“ Aifembly,  andatitsgates,  legions  of  furious 
“ rutnans,  infultlng  by  their  cries  a captive 
king;  waiting  with  impatience  for  the 
“ laft  decree,  which  fhould  afflgn  his  prifoa 
and  the  hour  of  their  new  triumph,  in  the 
liumiliations  with  which  his  removal  was 
to  be  accompanied  from  them.  In  the 
fame  inftant  the  fame  eye  would  have  feeti 
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In  Paris,  on  the  bridges,  and  in  al!  public 
places,  an  unruly  mob  pulling  down  and 
breaking  all  the  ftatues  of  the  deceafed 
kings,  and  whatever  could  recall  an  idea 
‘‘  of  royalty;  and,  in  the  church,  the  mu- 
nicipai  officers  and  their  myrmidons  com- 
‘‘  pleting  the  fpoiling  of  altars,  tearing  away 
“ tile  laft  bralles,  and  even  the  Iron  grates, 
in  all  .the  convents  and  micnafteries.  Other 
municipal  officers  and  their  myrmidons 
“ completing  the  deftruftlon  of  the  religious 
‘‘  ftate ; driving  into  the  world  ali  the  reft 
‘‘  of  the  monks  and  nuns;  preliing  the 
“ latter,  half  dead  w-ith  fear,  to  leave  their 
“ hbufes  and  aflbme  lay  habits,  and  hardly 
promifing  them  other  houles-to  protect 
“ them ; cannon  • planted  againft  thole 
houfes  wdiere  they  remained  till  tlie  even- 
ing  ; and  women  dying  of  age  or  Hinds, 
“ as  w’ell  as  w’ith  fear,  dragged  by  the  favage 
-National  Guards,  left  in  tlie  mldft  of  the 
“ ftreets,  wdaile  the  more  feeling  inhabi- 
tants  w’ere  afraid  to  take  them  in  - 
In  the  mayor’s  houfe,  late  that  of  the  firft 
prehdent  of  parliament,  fat  Manuel,  Panis, 
Le  Gendre,  and  ali  the  fubalterns  of  the 
lame  gang,  preliding  'over  thefe  outrages 

* P-  357»  35^- 

'When  Henry  VIII.  reformed  religion  by  dilTolving 
the  religious  houfes,  he  a£Ied  like  a gentleman.  The 
reform  of  religion  and  government,  brought  about 
France  by  republican  deJpots,  was  clfcdled  by  a mob  of 
' ruffians.  Happy  Britain  knows  no  fuch  minillers  of 
reformation,  however  it  is  the  interell  of  a few  difeo’n- 
tented  fpirits  to  make  the  contrary  believed. 
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againft  thepriefthood,  and  iffuing  their  orders; 
the  officers,  the  prefidents  of  the  fedions, 
with  their  train  of  pikes  and  bayonets  and 
theirfecretaries,  hunting  after  theunfortunate 
men,  and  their  books  and  papers : and  when 
they  were  brought  before  the  committee, 
they  had  to  wait  whole  days  and  weeks  before 
-they  were  called  in.  The  biffiop  of  Arles 
fhamed  his  judges  into  a releafe  of  him,  by- 
telling  them  that  perfecution  was  not  the 
way  to  conciliate  men’s  minds  to  the  revo- 
lution ; and  efcaped  by  telling  them  he  could 
not  fwear  to  fupport  a conftitution  which 
fupported  nobody.  Others  efcaped  by  the 
intereft  of  their  friends  with  Manuel,  or  for 
want  of  proof,  or  becaufe  they  thought  their 
myrmidons  could  get  rid  of  them  in  anotlier 
manner  lefs  obnoxious.  Some  of  the  feclions 
were  fo  much  under  controul  as  to  have 
changed  their  names  by  law.  “ Thus  the 
fceptre,  which  the  conftltutional  ariftocrafs 
envied  the  king,  had  paft  to  the  ariho- 
“ cracy  of  burgefl'es,  who  envied  it  to  the 
arihocratical  nobleffe  ; and  now  the  ari- 
“ ftocracy  of  banditti,  and  the  vileft  rabble, 
“ envied  it  and  forced  it  from  the  burgeffes. 
“ But  in  all  thefe  ntw  hands  impiety  di- 
“ redled  it  againft  the  pridis  who  remained 
“ faithful  to  their  God*.”  The  charita- 
ble relief  afforded  by  Abbe  Bonne],  in  the 
liard  winter  of  1788,  was  forgotten  by  the 
populace.  The  venerable  P.  Guerin  Du- 
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rocher,  known  by  his  aftonlfliingly  learned 
‘‘  True  hiftory  of  the  fabulous  times  and 
his  elder  brother,  an  antient  Jefuit  mlffi- 
.onary,  who  had  brought  equal  treafures  of 
learning  from  the  Eaft,  were  involved  in  the 
general  barbarifm.  From  Auguft  13  to  Sep- 
tember 2,  1792,  ecclehallicks  were  confined 
at  St.  Firmin,  and  their  apartments  and 
efFefts  fealed  up.  They  were  debarred  all 
communication  from  without,  and  fupported 
only  by  the  charity  of  the  pariCh.  120  in 
the  Carmelite  church,  including  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Arles  and  the  .two  Rochefoucauds, 
were  in  a worfe  fituation,  till  fupplied  partly 
by  authority  and  partly  by  charity.  Num- 
bers were  added  to  them  before  the  end  of 
Auguft.  The  detail  of  their  fuffcrings  is 
not  to  be  paralleled  in  modern  hiftory.  Au- 
guft 26,  a decree  was  paft  for  fending  them 
out  of  tlie  kingdom  ; allowing  them  a fort- 
night to  tranlport  themfelves  on  fignifying 
whither  they  meant  to  go  ; and  all  who  re- 
mained after  that  time  were  to  be  fent  to 
French  Guiana  Every  one  who  remained 
after  declaring  his  intention  to  depart,  and  ob- 
taining a palfportjOr  returning  again,  was  to  be 

* The  South  Eaftern  divihor.  of  Terra  firma  in  South 
America,  bounded  by  the  At'aniic  oceaj-j  on  the  north 
and  eafi  ; Andalufia  and  the  Amazciis  on  the  weft  and 
fouth  ; in  which  are  iiiciuded  Surinam  and  Caen,  or 
F.quinotlial  France;  lying  between  50  and  65  degrees 
of  weft  longitude,  and  bet .veen  the  equator  and  S de- 
grees of  north,  latitude  ; extending  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Oronoque  to  the  mouth  of  th9  river  of  Amazons. 
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im  prifoned  ten  years.  The  fick  and  all  of  theage 
of  iixty  are  excepted,  and  were  to  be  placed  to- 
gether in  one  common  houfe  in  the  capital  of 
the  department.  All  other  ecclefiaftics  who 
have  not  taken  the  oath,  lecular  and  regular 
priefts,  clerks  or  lay  brothers,  without  ex- 
ception or  diftinfl'ion,  though  not  fubjedt  to 
the  oath  by  the  laws  of  December  26,  1790, 
and  27th  April,  1791,  befubjedl  to  all 
the  preceding  difpoiitions,  when,  by  any  ex- 
ternal adl  they  have  occalioned  difturbances 
which  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  admi- 
niftrative  bodies,  or  their  removal  is  demanded 
by  citizens,  houfekeepers  in  the  fame  depart- 
ment. ‘‘  Thus  the  refufal  of  the  oatl^  of 
perjury  and  apoftacy  continued  to  be  the 
“ true  caufe  of  all  the  perfecutions  excited 
againft  the  Catholic  clergy  ; and  permitted 
“ by  God  to  remove  from  their  caufe  every 
pretence  of  arlftocracy  in  their  perfecu- 
“ tions;  that  it  might  be  no  longer  poffible 
to  deny  that  the  real  caufe  thereof  was  in 
‘‘  the  priefts  their  fidelity  to  the  laws  of 
confcience,  and  in  their  enemies  a hatred 
to  the  true  religion.”  The  atrocity 
“ of  the  pretended  philofophers  of  the  day 
was  now  to  be  unmafked.  The  world 
‘‘  was  to  know  what  was  the  toleration  they 
“ had  been  fo  long  re‘quiring  as  the  mafter- 
“ piece  of  human  vvifdom.  Their  pride 
muff  be  humbled  by  the  fucceffive  deve- 
“ lopement  of  their  fierce  hatred  of  God,  the 
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prleflhood,  and  royalty.  The  world  rhuft 
be  taught  to  underhand  the  reality  of  Dl- 
“ derot’s  wifh  ; the  father  of  the  impious 
‘‘  men  of  the  time  ; when  Jhall  I fee  the  lajl 
“ of  kings  fr angled  in  the  bowels  of  the  laf  of 
“ priejis  ! This  infernal  hatred  had  part;  from 
the  heart  of  Diderot  into  that  of  Condor- 
cet  ; from  that  of  Condorcet  into  that  of 
the  Manuels,  the  Roberfpierres,  the  Paines, 
“ and  all  the  municipality  of  the  great  club, 
‘‘  and  all  the  mafters  of  the  Jacobins.  For 
they  all  called  themfelves  philofophers,  all 
‘‘  talked  of  humanity,  of  univerfal  toleration, 
“ of  light  to  be  thrown  ov^er  all  the  human 
“ race;  of  the  empire  of  philofophy  ; of  the 
“ fupreme  reafon  to  be  fubftituted  to  the 
reign  of  religious  fuperftition,  and  the 
“ worfhip  ,of  altars  and  fceptres  of  fove- 
“ reignty.  Condorcetifm  * was  a real  fedf, 
“ and  had  united  itlelf  to  all  thofe  in  the 
“ kingdom  to  bring  about  the  revolution. 

O O ^ 

It  had  ‘at  firft  called  in  plunder,  robbery, 
“ and  rods  againft  the  priefts.  Soon  its  rods 
‘‘  were  changed  into  fcourges;  and  next  fol- 
lowed  pikes  and  axes.  The  affu ranees  of 
“ impunity  had  driven  away  the  fhame  of 
making  martyrs.  The  time  drew  near 
‘‘  when  heaven,  humbling  the  fophifts,  dif- 
‘‘  clofing  the  rage  which  concealed  their 
pride,  was  going  to  Ihevv  in  the  heart  of 
‘‘  impious  men  the  hearts  of  cannibals ; 

^ Let  the  admirers  of  Condorcetjfm  under  another 
name  in  England  read  this  I 
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wheji  the  world  was  to  learn  that  between 
“ the  fchools  of  Condorcet  and  Jourdaii 
“ there  was  no  more  difference  than  between 
“ the  workman'and  his  tool,  between  Tibe- 
rius  and  his  executioners 
“ The  vidlims  of  ail  kinds  were  ready. 
,The  few  true  royallfts  who  remained  in 
‘‘  Paris  had  been  carefully  fought  after. 

««  With  ftill  greater  fury  the  Jacobins  de- 
fired  to  get  rid  of  thofe  conflitutionaUfts 
“ who  had  got  rid  of  the  royalifls  under 
“ pretence  of  fearching  for  arms.  Domiciliary 
vifits  had  ferved  to  fecure  the  known  friends 
“ of  Fayerifm,  the  foolifh  zealots  of  a ballard 
“ conftitution,  detefled  by  the  Jacobins 
merely  for  keephig  up  the  (hadow  of  a 
‘‘  king.  The  hotel  de  la  Force,  the  Con- 
‘‘  ciergerie,  the  Abbaye,-and  all  the  other 
“ prifons  of  Pari^  overflowed  with  thofe  con- 
“ ftitutionalifts  whom  God  was  about  to 
“ punifh  for  the  hypocritical  rebellion  againft 
“ the  throne,  by  raifing  up  a'gainlT:  then!  re- 
bels  confummate  in  boldnefs  and  rage  V* 
A different  fate  awaited  the  180  priefls  con- 
fined'at  the  Carmelites,  who  all,  except  a 
few,  fuffered  cruel  martyrdom  there.  The 
infamous  treachery  and  confummate  bafenefs 
of  Manuel,  who  got  the  lenteiice  changed 
from  banifiiment  to  death,  in  his  mockery  of 
the  priefts  confined  at  the  Carmelites,  de- 
ceiving them  with  hopes  of  tranfportation, 

* P.  388.  t P.  389. 
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while  he  meditated  a malTacre  of  them,  have 
but  juft  been  expiated  by  the  Guillorine.  In 
reading  Mr.  B’s  detail  of  the  maflacre,  one 
fancies  onefelf  reverting  to  the  profcriptlons 
of  heathen  Rome,  and  the  maflacre,  by 
Syila’s  order,  in  the  amphitheatre.  If  our 
limits  permitted  us  to  copy  it,  the  pen  would 
drop  from  our  hands.  We  fhould  think  we 
heard  fomething  worfe  than  the  war-hoop  of 
the  American  lavage.  We  give,  inftead  of 
it,  the  refieclions  of  the  writer,  which,  al- 
lowing for  the  language  of  his  country  and 
his  religion,  every  true  Chriftian  may  adopt; 
and,  if  we  could  feparate  Chriftianlty  from 
humanity,  we  would  fay  every  human  being. 
140  fell,  and  about  36  or  38  efcnped  by  lin- 
gular interpofltions  of  Providence  in  their 
favour.  Among  the  reft  the  Abbe  de  la  Pan- 
nonie.  By  the  lift  at  the  end  of  the  book  no 
fewer  than  300  ecclefiaftics  were  malfacred 
at  Paris  in  the  beginning  of  September.  It  is 
hard  for  the  reader,  and  more  hard  for  the  hi- 
ftorian,  to  turn  His  thoughts  from  one  bloody 
fpeSacle  to  another  ftill  more  bloody.  “ At 
leaft  it  is  a happinefs  for  me,  fays  Mr.  E.  to  have 
to  prefent  no  other  vidims  but  thole  whofe 
caufe  and  conftancy  ennoble  man  more  than 
the  ferocity  of  tyrants  degrade  him.  The  phi- 
lofopher  may  be  indignant,  the  citizen  turn 
pale  with  fear,  the  Chriftian  follows  with 
admiration  thofe  fouls  ftrengthened  to  the 
conflid.  They  have  but  one  word  to  fay  : 
the  path  of  error  might  reftore  to  them 

liberty. 


•(  *9  ) 

liberty,  life,  the  acclamations  of  the  people  ^ 
and  of  the  executioners  who  furrounded  them. 
What  is  to  them  this  life  and  thefe  acclama- 
tions, compared  with  the  glory  of  dying  for 
the  truth,  and  for  the  God  of  truth  ! Not  one 
of  thefe  priefts  hefitates  ; not  one  a(ks,  if  there 
is  time  to  redeem  this  mortal  life  by  the 
word  of  error.  There  is  then  a better  life, 
an  eternal  life  for  him  whofe  heart  is  attached 
and  united  to  the  God  of  truth.  How  pow- 
erful is  this  God  of  truth,  whom  a fimple 
emanation  of  thought  makes  prefent  to  man, 
makes  man  fuperior,  invincible,  to  all  tyrants, 
and  to  all  his  executioners.  The  inftant  in 
which  the  vidim  falls  is  not  the  triumph  of 
Pethion,  Marat,  or  Roberfpierre  ; it  is  the 
inftant  of  their  fhameful  defeat ; they  could 
(laughter,  but  they  could  not  make  a prieft  an 
apoflle.  His  body  falls,  his  foul  rifes  to 
heaven  ; angels  contend  for  conveying  it  into 
the  prefence  of  the  God  who  triumphs  in  it. 
What  can  he.  receive  from  heaven  greater, 
nobler,  more  worthy  of  him,  than  the^an 
who  knew  how  to  die  for  him  * r”  i8o  were 
malTacred  in  two  or  three  hours.  While  this 

^ Compare  this  apollrophe  with  that  which  talks  of 
carrying  good  news  to  Dr.  Price  in  the  other  world  ; 
and  then  afk  which  carried  the  bell  to  him — thafe  who 
died  on  this  awful  occafion,  or  the  deputies  who  expiated 
their  crimes,  we  had  almoft  faid  his  crimes,  under  the 
guillotine  laft  month.  The  firft  who  awake  may  tell 
him  the  worft  tidings. 
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bloody  work  was  going  forward  at  the  Ab- 
bayc,  the  Jacobins  gave  out  that  the  pricfts  at 
the  Carmelites,  and  particularly  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Arles,  were  the  frft  to  fire  on  the 
guard ; and  that  the  priefts  and  prifoners 
were  to  have  maflacred  the  citizens;  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  ftriftell:  care  taken  not  to 
leave  the  fmalleft  weapons  among  the  pri- 
foners, this  ftrange  abfurdity  found  de- 
fenders, and  this  and  fimilar  reports  ferved 
to  diminifh  the  terror  of  the  traiifadfion,  and 
difpofed  the  populace  to  fupport  and  fecond 
that  of  the  next  day,  September  3.  At  St. 
-Firmin  the  90  priefts  were  brought  out,_  at 
five  in' the  morning,  to  the  mob;  who  com- 
paflionating  their  numbers,  the  guard  drove 
them  in  again,  and  either  killed  them  or 
threw  them  out  of  the  windows  to  the  wo- 
men below,  who,  with , plafterers'  beaters 
difpatched  them:  as  if.tofliew,  that  the  fex, 
fuperior  to  man  in  fenfibility  when  it  follows 
nature,  exceeds  executioners  in  cruelty  when, 
it  departs  from  it,  or  is  provoked  in  its  hatred. 
One  was  before  faved  by  a butcher’s  boy, 
Jliocked  with  the  (hare  he  had  at  the  Carme- 
lites; and  the  lives  ofifour  more  were  begged 
by  the  populace.  Two  or  three  hid  them- 
lelvcs  and  came  out  atterwards  half  ftarved, 
and  efcaped  ; and  for  Abbe  Hay,  the  mine- 
ralogift,  the  Academy  of  Sciences  interceded. 
The  new  legi Tutors,  who  took  no  fteps  to 
flop  thefe  two  maflacres,  feemed  inclined  to 
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fav£  fome  viSlms  at  the  Abbaye*'-  Chabot 
rifked  his  life  in  propofing  it  ; and  Danton 
filenced  the  Girondifts  who  applied  to  him. 

The  third  oath,  prefcribed  by  the  Aflembly 
on  the  day  they  imprifoned  the  King,  ran 
thus : “ 1 Iwear  to  defend  liberty  and  equality, 
and  to  die  tor  them.”  The  priefts  avoided 
the  Inare  laid  for  them  by  this  oath.  600  per- 
fons  at  leaft  were  maCuicred  at  La  Force;  for 
the  women  were  fpared,  except  the  Princefs 
Lamballe  ; and  the  prifoners  confined  for  rea- 
fons  of  law  (raifons  legitimes)  were  treated  as 
brethren,  on  condition  they  would  enlift  in 
the  iervice  of  the  revolution.'  The  printed 
lifts  of  perfons  maflacred  in  the  different  pri- 
fons  are  very  deceitful ; for  they  give  only 
164  at  La  Force,  and  85  at  the  Conciergerie ; 
whereas  we  have  it  from  an  eye-witnefs,  that, 
in  this  laft  prifon  particularly,  maflacres  fuc- 
ceeded  one  another  with  prodigious  rapidity, 
and  lafted  without  intermiffion  above  26 
hours.  Oclober  29,  the  legiflator  Louvet 
thought  he  could  not  exaggerate  in  fetting 
thejiumber  at  280,000;  and  this  confpira- 
torof  the  lothofAuguft,  knew  better  than 
any  body  thole  of  September  2.  The  crud- 
ities pradifed  at  the  Place  Dauphin  furpaffed 
thofe  of  the  Iroquois  lavage.  That  of  a 
canon  of  St.  Symphorien  burnt  alive  w^as 
the  counterpart  of  an  Iroquois  facrifice.  ‘‘  I 
“ had  heard  of  them  at  Paris,”  fays  Mr.  B. ; 
“ bur,  whatever  idea  I had  of  a Jacobinical 
mob,  I did  not  believe  tigers  fufficiently 
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cruel,. or  devils  fufficiently  devilifh,  or  rage 
fierce  enough,  to  believe  them  true.  O'ther 
pens  have  told  them  to  the  world,  and 
hlftory  compels  me  to  copy  them 
Three  ladies  of  quality  and  fix  prlefts  were 
roafted  to  death.  See  the  “ Idee  des  horteurs 
commifes  a Paris^  &c.’*  confining  of  attefied 
fadls  to  ferve  as  a hiftory  of  this  century, 
September  3,  a member  of  the  Jacobin  club 
brought  the  heads  of  his  father  and  mother, 
which  he  had  cut  off  becaufe  they  did  not 
think  as  patriots  ; and  they  were  buried  on 
the  fpor,  under  the  bufts  of  Brutus  and  An- 
kerftroom,  behind  the  prefident’s  chair.  This 
is  not  fo  furprifing  as  that  there  fliould  be  left 
one  parent  or  friend  who  was  not  a Jacobin. 

With  their  rights  of  favaga  man,  their  hatred 
of  God  and  kings,  rich  and  great,  nobles  and 
priefts,  thefc  monflrous  fophills  were  at  their 
height ; at  that  degree  of  madnefs  which  makes  no 
diflinclion  of  parents,  friends,  nor  benefactors.  A 
royalift  father  was  to  them  an  enemy,  a brother  who 
was  a religious,  or  a prieft,  a monfter  ; and  there 
was  not  one  of  them  but  on  that  day  would  have 
taken  up  the  pike  of  Carra,  the  bayonet  of  Santerre, 
er  the  dagger  of  Marat.  If  among  their  adepts 
there  was  any  one  who  (huddered  at  parricide,  there 
w'as  not  one  who  would  not  have  excufed  him  at 
lead  by  the  necelTity  of  completing  their  revolu- 
tion. They  formed  a fedt,  and  were  every  where  *, 
and  in  Paris  efpccially,  they  had  made  themfelves 
of  confequence.  T he  mob  of  the  Fauxbourgs, 
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the  600  Marfellois  and  the  200  executioners  were. 
at  their  command.  3 or  400,000  Parifians  trem- 
bled before  them,  ftupified  with  fear,  without  agree- 
ment, without  connection,  and  without  head,  and 
too  cowardly  to  follow  thofe  who  would  have  drawn 
them  out  of  thje  gulph  into  which  their  conllitu- 
tional  rebellion  had  plunged  them.  Thefe  men,  fo 
lately  triumphant  over  the  deftrudtion  of  the  Baftile, 
over  the  king,  the  minifters,  the  nobles,  the  court, 
the  parliaments,  now  thunderilruck  in  fudden 
filence,  dreading  to  meet  the  banditti,  frightened 
before  the  Jacobins,  fcarcely  daring  to  breathe  for 
fear  of  provoking  fufpicion,  informers  and  execu- 
tioners ; — fome  of  thefe  confliitutional  rebel-citizens 
hid  themfelves  to  efcape  the  day  that  fhould  com- 
plete their  rebellion  ; others,  more  cowardly,  joined 
the  ruffians,  and  fought  new  vidtims,  for  fear  of 
being  fought  for  themfelves.  Others  ran  to  offer 
to  their  tyrants, -in  the  municipalities,  their  trca- 
fures,  arms,  and  horfes,  againft  the  Brunfwick  army, 
which  they  fecretly  wifhed  to  advance  againft  tire 
municipality.  Others  in  their  fecfions  and  in  their' 
hearts  hating  the  Jacobins  whom  they  feared,  went 
to  fwear  liberty y equality y and  hatred  to  kings  whom 
they  regretted.  Whole  legions  flew  to  inlift  under 
Dumourier  to  deliver  Paris,  their  affected  rage  and 
zeal  for  which  were  only  the  means  and  tjic  wifli 
to  quit  this  city  which  devoured  its  inhabitants. 
The  few  who  were  able  or  willing  to  difperfe  the 
band' of  murderers  waited  till  the  law  commanded 
that  they  fhould  be  oppofed  by  force ; and  the  law 
was  filent  while  there  were  vi(^ims  to  flaughter 

Such  was,  during  the  ffrft  week  of  Sep- 
tember, the  ftate*  of  this  metropolis  of  the:  ^ 
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revolution.  The  time  was  coming  when  the 
authors  of  thefe  calamities  were  to  blu(h  to 
fee  themfelves  execrated  by  mankind,  and  the 
fhame  of  having  contrived  them  was  to  divide 
the  Jacobins  themfelves.  Briffot  and  his  Gi- 

rondifts,  claiming  to  themfelves  the  horrible 
fuccefs  of  Auguft  lo,  were  to  lay  on  Danton, 
Roberfpierre,  Marat,  and  their  Jacobins,  the 

dilgrace  of  September  2.  This  divifion 

proves  that  the  fame  confpiracy  produced  the 
fame  atrocities  of  both  days.  From  the  loth 
of  Auguft  the  lift  of  pi  iefts  was  out.  The  expul- 
fion  of  them  was  not  the  objedl,  for  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  it,  and  they  were  rerufed 
paflports.  It  is  therefore  falfe  that  the  maf- 
facre  of  the  priefts  in  Paris  was  the  efFeft  of 
thofc  hidden  infurredllons  which  no  authority 
could  prevent.  In  a city  where  60,000  men 
were  armed,  48  fedions  permanent,  and  the 
national  fenate  and  municipal  council  never 
break  up,  what  is  the  fudden  movement  of 
30  affaflins,  who  mafliacre  at  the  Carmelites  for 
three  hours,  and  begin  again  next  morning  at 
St.  Firmin,  without  the  leaft  precaution  taken 
to  ftop  thefe  murders*!  The  well-attefted 
rewards  t paid  to  thefe  aflaffins  prove  that 
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t Louvet  refers  to  a legal  payment  made  to  four  ex- 
ecutioners by  the  commilfioner  Trepouil,  by  an  order 
from  the  municipality  conceived  in  thele  terms,  “ M. 
Valle  dc  Villeneuve  (city  treafurer)  is  ordered  to,  pay 
(to  the  four  bearers,  whofe  names  were  all  written)  the 
fum  of  twelve  livres  each,  for  the  expedition  of  the  prielts 
at  St.  Firmin.” 
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thefe  philofophical  afTafiinations  were  refolvcd 
in  this  confpiracy  of  Auguft  lo,  combined  in 
the  deepeft  dye  between  philofophical  and 
municipal  executioners 

‘‘  It  is  a (hocking  talk  for  hiftory  to  pre- 
ferve  thefe  monuments  of  the  atrocious 
fang-froid  of  philofophers,  direcling  and 
paying  in  a legal  way  the  expedition^  the 
“ mafTacre  of  priefts.  But  when  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  inform  pcfterity,  that  they  may 
keep  clear  of  the  contagion,  it  were  a crime 
‘‘  to  palliate  its  outrages The  fame 
fpirit  was  excited  through.out  the  nation.  An 
addrefs  of  September  3,  figned  by  the  admi- 
niflrators  of  the  public  fafety  and  the  other 
adjundi:  adminiftrators  united,  and  Marat,  at 
the  head  of  them,  under  the  (eal  of  Danton, 
exhorted  them  to  follow  the  example  of  Paris, 
and  not  leav^e  behind  them,  when  marching 
againft  their  enemies,  any  ruffians  to  murder 
their  wives  and  children.  Unable  to  produce 
a (ingle  line  among  all  the  papers  of  the 
priefts  which  they  had  fealed  up,  amounting 
to  a confpiracy,  they  proceeded  to  fre(h  maf-  ' 
facres.  The  proceedings  of  the  high  national 
court  eredted  at  Orleans  proceeded  too  (low 
againft  the  57  perfons  referred  to  it,  among 
whom  was  the  duke  de  BrilTac,  and  27  offi- 
cers of  the  regiment,  of  Cambrdis  ; the  ex- 
minifter  Delafliut,  the  bi(hop  of  Mendes, 
They  were  all  brought  in  carts,  and  murdered 
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before  thi  e^ftle  of  Verfailles,  and  feven  more 
iionjuring  priefts  who  had  been  confined 
there.  The  murders  were  continued  at 
Meaux,  Rheims,  and  other  places.  S^gptem- 
ber  4,  the  populace  feemed  weary  of  murders, 
and  felt  fo  much  reniorfe  that  they  burnt 
alive  at  Rheims  a man  who  had  betrayed  a 
prieft  who  gave  him  alms.  But  this  remorfe 
was  of  (hort  duration  : the  butcheries  were 
renewed  at  Lyons,  which,  with  Rouen,  was 
_^hreatened  with  a Parlfian  army.  At  length, 
to  complete  the  whole  bufmefs,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  tranfport  the  priefts.  But  the  Ja- 
cobins confidered  this  mode  as  a difcovery  of 
the  nonjuring  priefts.;  and  Manuel  called  their 
pafl'ports  bills  of  death  (billets  du  mort).  To 
ibrne  whofe  paflport  wa^j  to  be  viewed  by 
the  municipality  before  it  could  be  granted 
by  the  fedions,  inftead  of  vifa  was  written 
necaret ; thus,  guilty  againft  the  decree  if  they 
did  not  go,  guilty  and  arrefted  if  they  went 
without  a paflport,  which  was  refufed.  Such 
was  the  flrange  government  of  -the  day. 
Such  the  fituation  of  Mr.  B.  himfelf,  who 
elcaped  by  other  means  What  a fight  for 
the  world  at  large ! 50,000  priefts  of  all 
ranks  and  ages,  covering  the  roads  of  a king- 
dom of  200  fquare  leagues,  but  juft  before 
moft  Chriftian,  and  acknowledging  no  other 
religion  than  that  of  Chrift,  in  their  way  to 
the  ports  and  frontiers,  feeking  over  moun- 
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tains,  and  through  ftorms,  fome  hofpitable 
region  to  rtielter  them  ; leaving  behind  them 
their  king,  and  their  parents,  relations,  and 
friends,,  their  congregations  and  parifhioners  ! 
Oftimes  purfued  with  the  idea  that  with 
its  true  minHlers  the  true  faith  perhaps 
‘‘  quirted  for  ever  this  unhappy  country, 
and  that  this  was  perhaps  the  moment  to 
‘‘  lhake  off  the  duft  of  their  feet  againft  a 
“ land  infenfible  to  the  voice  of  the  Gofpel. 

But  God  fufpended  this  precept  for  them. 

“ Somethmg  vvhlfpered'  them  that  the  time 
“ of  a great  trial  was  come  ; that  a guilty* 
land  was  going  to  be  delivered  up  to  great 
‘‘  Icourges,  and  waihed  in  rivers  of  blood  ; 

“ but  this  God,  who  preferved  the  minifters  * 
of  repentance  and  pardon,  told  them  that 
the  time  of  this  repentance  would  one  day 
come  ; the  lentence  of  reprobation  was  not 
“ pronounced,  and  that  they  would  one  day 
“ return  to  this  land  to  be  minifters  of  expi- 
ation.  This  hope  was  their  comfort  in 
‘‘  their  flight.  They  befought  their  God  to 
Ihorten  for  their  unhappy  country  the 
years  of  jufticc,  to  recal  with  the  reign  of 
“ religion,  morality,  and  piety,  that  of  tran- 
quillity  and  profperity,  of  a country  more 
“ wretched  in  its  delirium  of  error,  than  they 
were  in  their  exile*.”  The  Jacobins  had 
other  views,  and  nothing  but^.the  efpeciai  di- 
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rcdlion  of  Providence  could  have  prevented 
thefe  ccclefiaftics  from  meeting  death  in  their 
way.  Some  blood  was  (hed.  Every  method 
was  taken  to  deftroy  them.  The  (hips  of 
thofe  who  embarked  in  the  fea-ports  were 
threatened  to  be  fired  at  and  funk  ; thofe  who 
were  driven  back  by  ftrefs  of  weather  to 
Toulon  were  crowded  into  the  hold,  and 
plundered  of  every  thing  but  ten  crowns 
apiece.  Others  were  boarded  and  plundered 
of  every  article,  and  the  veffel  faved  from 
finking  only  at  the  entreaties  of  the  owner. 
In  the  department  of  Cote  d’or  and  at  Dreux, 
they  narrowly  efcaped  with  their  lives.  The 
priefts  who  had  taken  the  oath  inftigated  the 
mob  and  the  ruffians,  and  mixed  with  the  foU 
diery  in  their  exercifes.  At  Port  en  Beffiii 
one  of  thefe  priefts  raifed  the  mob  againft  a 
company  of  nonjuring  priefts,  who  were  going 
totakefliip;  the  mayor  of  Bayeux  interpoied, 
and  faved  their  lives,  but  not  their  money  ; 
their  baggage  was  fearched  and  damaged,  and 
they  were  driven  to  the  village  and  port  of 
Bermefe,  a few  leagues  from  Bayeux,  which 
Mr.  B.  calls  “ a little  England,”  where  their 
treatment  was  direftly  ot  the  contrary  kind. 
Above  I2CO  ecclefiattics  here  received,  expe- 
rienced from  rich  and  poor  every  accommo- 
dation for  their  voyage,  which,  ‘‘  in  the 
midft  of  a moft  atrocious  revolution, 
‘‘  fhewed  French  hearts,  fenfible  fouls,  real 
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rivals  of  the  moft:  humane  and  naofl:  gene- 
“ rous  of  nations*.  The  fame  .attention 
was  paid  at  Dieppe,  Rouen,  Havre,  Gran- 
ville. Three  privateers  gave  notice  at  Rouen 
that  they  were  ready  to  carry  the  priefts  to 
Oftend.  One  of  the  captains  in  particular 
faid  he  fhould  he  there  in  eight  days  at  moft, 
and  that  his  (hip  was  well  fupplied  with  pro-»- 
vifions  ; but  he  made  fo  many  delays  that  the 
country  people  aflembled  in  arms,  boarded 
the  veffel,  forced  the  priefts  on  (liore,  impri- 
foned  them,  and  had  fixed  a time  to  maf- 
facre  them,  a Sunday,  as  likely  to  bring  more  ' 
people  together.  The  national  guard  from 
Rouen  refeued  them,  and  brought  them  back 
thither;  and  they  w’ent  away  with  new  pafl- 
ports,  but  with  the  lofs  of  all  their  little  pro- 
perty. 140  ^ecclefiaftics  on  board  a third 
vcflel,  hearing  what  had  happened  to  their 
brethren,  ftopt  at  Mailleraye,  underwent  the 
lame  trials,  and  had  the  fame  providential 
elcapc.  In  repeated  inftances  and  in  various 
towns,  an  invifible  hand  feemed  to  check  the 
populace,  inflamed  by  devilifh  harangues,  at 
the  moment  their  murderous  hands  were 
lifted  up  to  ftrike.’  At  Laval  every  thing  beto- 
kened a preconcerted  malfacre ; 600  priells 
diftributed  in  two  convents  had  been  confined 
in  one,  and  the  guard  reduced  from  24  to  5. 
T.hele  5 refifted  repeatedly  150  ruffians,  till 
the  citizens  at  length  drove  them  away. 

The 
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The  order  for  tranfporting  the  priefts  was 
read  on  the  fame  day  ; and  at  the  fame  time 
was  ftuck  up  the  order  to  take  the  peafants’ 
horfes  for  the  army,  in  hopes  to  raife  a dif- 
turbance ; but  this  fcheme  failed,  and  th^ 
people  protected  the  prielts.  At  Mans  the 
Jacobins  pretended  a confpiracy  by  one  of  the 
imprifoned  priefts,  who  was  tried  and  ac- 
quitted ; and  'for  which  they  vented  their 
refentment  on  146  priefts  to  be  fent  from 
thence : though  weli  protedled  by  the  natio- 
nal guard,  they  were  infulted  bv  the  popu- 
lace ; their  provifion  confumed  by  the  guard. 
They  were  infulted  and  menaced  by  ruffians 
in  the  chapel  of  the  eaftie  of  Angers.  Their 
murder  was  refolved  and  the  day  fixed, 
when  riews  came  of  the  good  treatment  of 
the  battalion  of  Angers  at  the  taking  of 
Verdun  by  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick.  This 
only  faved  them  from  death,  for  they  were 
plundered  of  every  thing,  even  to  their 
buckles,  and  with  only  48  livres  apiece  out 
of  40065  they  were  marched  tied  two  and  two 
together,  and-convejed  bound  hand  and  foot 
in^carriages,  as  they  came  out  of  prlfon,  and 
being  joined  by  300  more  treated  in  like 
manner.  On  the  road  they  were  lodged  in 
carthoufes,  barns,  and  ruined  churches.;  and 
in  the  Cordeliers  church  of  Anceny  their 
Jives  were  again  threatened  at  midnight. 
At  Nances  they  \verc  relcaied  and  lodged  in 
the  fort. 
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Thofe  eccl^Caftics  who  had  not  been  fur- 
prized,  but  quitted  France  as  common  tra- 
vellers, particularly  the  bifhops,  met  with  fi- 
milarhardfliips.  Some,  unable  to  procure  pall- 
ports,  wandered  a long  while  on  the  frontiers, 
hiding  in  the  day-time  in  forefts  or  in  caverns 
of  mountains,  and  at  night  taking  wnong 
roads,  over  hills,  alone,  or  with  guides  who 
might  be  bribed.  If  they  were  feen  on  the 
frontiers  at  a diftance,  the  guard  if  they  came 
up  to  them  put  theminftantly  to  death;  which 
would  have  happened  to  the  bifhop  of  Troie 
if  the  guard  could  have  reached  the  path  in 
which  a peafant  put  him.  The  bllhop  of 
Nifmes  went  through  fuch  perils  that  the 
adminihrators  of  Paris  could  not  be  perluaded 
that  he  was  alive,  when  a citizen  came  to 
demand  a fum  of  money  which  had  been 
taken  from  him,  though  no  decree  deprived 
the  tranfported  prkfts  of  their  property.  Of 
138  diocefans  four  took  the  oath  of  apoftacy, 
fourdied  martyrs  totheir  integrity.  Providence 
preferved  the  reft  from  the  plots  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, in  their  common  exile  to  diredl,  by  their 
advice,  and  encourage  by  their  example,  the 
numerous  colonies  of  priefts  thus  difperfed 
over  Europe.  Moft  of  thefe  priefts  reached 
the  places  of  their  deftination,  bereft  of  every 
thing,  and  covered  with  rags,  which  the 
decree?  of  the  Aftembly~had  compelled  therr\ 
to  lubftitute  to  their  proper  habit ; not  de- 
ipairing  of  relief  from  their  country,  where 
they  had  left  their  property,*  and  the  fcanty 
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pittance  affigned  them  by  thelegiflature  when 
they  feized  on  the  property  of  their  churches, 
This  hope  foon  failed  them  ; but  the  God  for 
whom  they  fuffered  procured  them  other  re- 
fources.  The  firft  victims  of  the  perfecution 
fled  to  Rome ; above  200  were  there  before 
the  decree  of  tranfportation ; 2000  went  thi- 
ther afterwards,  and  more  after  the  invafion 
of  Nice  and  Savoy.  There  were  24  bifhops; 
the  number  of  French  ecclefiaftics  increafed 
every  day  ; and  the  Pope,  in  imitation  of  the 
moft  generous  of  nations,  took  care  that 
every  month  each  of  them  (hould  have  48 
livres.  He  took  every  method  to  deprecate 
the  wrath  of  heaven  by  public  prayers,  and 
other  devout  exercifes ; but  the  cup  of  the 
Lord’s  wrath  was  to  be  poured  out  to  the 
dregs.  Thefe  exhortations  were  anticipated 
by  the  bifhops  of  Italy,  Savoy,  the  frontiers 
of  the  Rhine,  and  the  Auftriaa  Netherlands; 
the  chapters,  religious  houfes,  and  minifters 
of  thefe  countries,  made  wonderful  exertions 
for  their  exiled  brethren ; an  account  of 
which,  as  well  as  of  the  generofity  of  the 
Spanifh  bilhops‘*,  will  one  day  be  given  by 
them,  that  will  aftonifh  the  world.  Nor 
were  the  laity  in  thefe  countries  behind  the 
clergy  in  kindnefs,  even  at  Geneva  itfelf ; 
and  when  the  fuccelTes  of  the  mad  con- 
queror (J^ecervelle  triomphaieur)  at  Jarhappe, 

* No  one  who  has  read  Mr.  Townfend’s  Travels  in 
Spain,  and  the  liberality  and  charity  of  its  bifhops,  will 
he  furprized  at  this. 
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throve  them  out  for  a (hort  time  to  take  re- 
fuge in  Holland,  they  found  a generous  pro- 
tedlion.  The  beft  proof  of  their  reception 
in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  was  their  re- 
forting  thither  when  they  returned  under 
their  lawful  fovereign. 

Here  we  might  releafe  our  readers  and  our- 
felves  from  the  melancholy  detail.  But  it 
would  be  the  higheft  injuftice  to  the  fufterers, 
and  ingratitude  to  their  benefadors,  to  fup- 
prefs  the  fhare  which  England  took  on  this 
painful  occafion.  We  muft  give  it  in  the 
author’s  words. 

To  the  weft  of  Brittany  and  Normandy,  and 
beyond  the  fea,  is  a nation  hitherto  the  rival,  and 
at  prefent  the  moft  perfect  contraft,  of  the  French, 
abandoned  in  the  madnefs  and  atrocity  of  their 
revolution.  There,  among  a people,  laborious, 
tranquil,  and  thoughtful  in  the  buftle  of  its  com- 
merce ; a people  adive  and  bufy,  induftrio\:^'in 
all  the  calm  of  foul  and  fangfroid  of  its  character  ; 
there,  while  the  fceptre  of  government,  the  pro- 
found counfels  of  a miniftcr  and  an  auguft  fenate, 
decide  the  fate  of  nations  far  and  near ; there  alfo 
reigns  Humanity  ; there  fhe  feems  to  have  chofen 
her  throne,  and  fixt  her  empire  in  all  hearts.  There 
the  French  clergy,  landing  from  a country  for  four 
whole  years  agitated  by  factions,  torn  by  tigers, 
dyed  with  the  blood  of  religious  men,  there  the 
French  clergy  took  breath,  biefting  God  who  had 
provided  them  this  retreat.  From  the  ftiips  they 
looked  forward  to  the  people  who  waited  for  them 
on  the  ftiore.  All  perfons  whom  they  had  feen  for 
theiaft  four  years  carried  in  their  countenances  the 
palenefs  of  fear,  fufpicion,  treachery,  diftruft,  or 

G 2 all 


( 44  ) . 

ail  the  figns  of  hatred  and  rage.  They  faw  thefe 
Engiifh  on  the  Ihore,  peaceable,  tranquil,  fecure  of 
every  thing  and  at  eafe;  and  they  faid  to  one  another 
with  aftonilhment,  in  which  / joined,  ‘‘ they  arc 
calm,  they  have  no  fear,  they  are  neither  afraid 
nor  frightful : there  is  then  a place  on  earth 
where  peace  and  feciirity  yet  dwell ; where  man 
can  look  at  his  brother  man,  without  fear  and 
without  fufpicion.’*  One  miiil  have  been  four 
years  in  France,  in  the  midft  of  Conhitutionalifts, 
Girondifls,  Maratihs,  Jacobins  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  to  feel  the  calmnefs,  the  delightful  fatisfadtion 
of  every  prieft  who  reached  the  coafi:  of  Great 
Britain.  Tranfported  at  once  from  the  regions  of 
terror  to  the  ihand  of  ferenity  and  confidence,  it 
feemcd  to  them  a new  birth,  the  fweet  awakening 
of  the  foul  haunted  by  every  monftrous  image, 
among  ‘objects  fo  heartening  and  peaceful.  I know 
It  by  my  own  experience,  and  that  of  my  brethren 
tranfported  with  me,  that  it  Is  impoffible  to  commu- 
nicate the  fenfations  and  charms  of  this  firil  reft  of 
a man  on  leaving  an  empire  under  all  the  horroi^ 
of  revolution,  and  finding  himfelf  in  thefe  happy 
regions  under  the  peaeerul  influence  of  the  laws. 
A habit  of  trouble  and  alarms  iiad  made  the  fight 
new  to  us.  Our  eyes  beheld  it,  our  hearts  dwelt 
on  it;  we  loved  to  fee  and  admire  it  at  every 
town  and  village  on  the  road_.  W e faid  to  ong 
another,  Plow  they  look  at  us  1 feeming  to  fay. 
What  have  you  fulfered  ? come  and  land  wdiere 
vou  have  nothing  to  fear.’*  Thofe  w'ho  could 
make  us  underftand  them  adualiy  laid  fo,  thofe 
'who  could  not  went  to  get  interpreters.  They  faid 
it  by  their  geftures,  their  tears ; while  our  tears 
flowed  on  tills  feeling  people,  and  our  hearts  biefted 
God  who  had  preferved  them  from  misfortunes 
like  ours.  Every  time  a fliip  loaded  with  French 
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priefts  appeared  on  the  coaid,  you  would  have  feid 
the  inflind:  of  benevolence  carried  it  to  the 
Englifli ; they  flocked  to  the  port  to  receive  us  and  ' 
offer  us  refrefhment.  We  landed  by  fifties  and  hun- 
dreds. They  feemed  more  concerned  for  fupplying 
us  than  we  ourfelves  were  to  be  fupplied.  In 
towns  where  lodgings  were  not  fufficient,  they  pro- 
vided one  common  lodging  for  thofe  who  wanted 
money,  where  they  were  fed  and  vifited,  and  their 
wants  enquired  after.  Carriages  were  provided 
for  them  ; lords,  ladies,  citizens,  paid  their  bills  at 
inns,  or  all  the  way  to  London  kept  them  at  their 
country-feats  to  reft  themfelves,  and  gave  them  mo- 
ney, and  faid  to  thofe  who  did  not  want  it,  “ It  is  for 

your  brethren/’  Hundreds  have  defired  me  to 
name  their  benefadtors  in  this  hiftory  ; but  it  is  the 
general  benevolence  of  the  nation  itfelf.  The  de-- 
tail  of  their  favours  would  equal  that  of  our  mif- 
fortunes.  Not  content  with  this  momentary  relief, 
they  provided  for  their  continuance  by  tliofe  fub- 
Icriptions  which  benevolence  has,  as  it  were,  made 
natural  to  England.  At  London,  as  at  Rome,  many 
months  before  the  general  tranfportation,  leveral 
priefts  had  taken  (belter  from  the  ftorm.  They 
were  at  firft  known  only  to  the  catholics.  Their 
early  benefaflors  who  became  firft  known  to  them, 
were  a refpedable  prieft,  Mr.  MeyiieT^,  and  Mrs. 
Silburn  -f.  At  the  name  of  the  latter  all  the  French 
priefts  with  uplifted  hands  implore  the  bleiTmg  of 
heaven  on  her,  the  firft  refuge  of  their  brethren* . 

^ A prieft  in  a private  family  near  London,  defeended 
from  ail  antient  Catholic  family  in  Derbylhire  or  York- 
ihire. 

t The  gentlewoman  at  whofe  houfe  in  London  the 
bifliop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon  lodges  ; who  long  employed 
her  in  diftributing  the  allowance  from  the  committee 
the  French  ecclefiaftics. 
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She  was  alfo  the  hoflefs  of  the  f rft  prophet  fent 
before  them  to  prepare  the  way  of  Providence 
among  the  moft  generous  of  nations.  400  loiiis 
had  been  raifed  for  the  fipft-landed  priefls.  The 
care  and  attention  of  M.  Lamarche,  bifhop  of  St. 
Pol  de  Leon,  pointed  him  out  as  deilined  by  God 
to  be  in  fomc  fort  the  bifhop  of  the  deportation. 
The  day  in  which  he  heard  of  the  decree  he  was  at 
Wardour-caftle;  the  royal  family  came  to  Lulworth 
caftle,  and  he  was  prefented  to  them.  But  he  foon 
returned  to  London,  to  receive  and  procure  re- 
fources  for  his  brethren,  who  came  over  in  crowds. 
His  houfe,  or  rather  that  of  the  pious  Shunamitc  of 
England,  with  w^hom  he  lodged,  became  the  ge- 
neral rendezvous  : the  trumpets  of  benevolence 
founded  in  London  and  the  country;  Mr.  Burke’s 
voice  was  heard  ; a fubferiprion  was  fet  on  foot ; the 
Englifh  clerg}%  nobility,  merchants,  citizens  of  all 
ranks,  fent  relief  to  the  diftrefl  multitude.  Mr. 
Wilmot,  and  his  60  companions  in  benevolence, 
formed  a committee.  All  is  forefeen  and  arranged. 
The  priefts  flocked  over  for  feveral  months  : Mrs. ' 
Silburn  was  neceffarily  employed  in  accommo- 
dating them  out  of  her  own  fortune  ; took  in  and 
diflributcd  the  deaths  and  linen  fent  to  them.  She 
underftood  not  their  language,  but  they  all  under- 
ftood  hers.  It  was  the  language  of  charity  expreft  in 
^dlions  and  fenfibility.  The  bifhop  applied  his 
whole  thoughts  to  the  relief  of  his  brethren,  and  to 
obtain  information  of  their  various  necefUties. 
The  committee  met,  and  took  an  account,  not  fo. 
much  of  what  had  been  done,  as  of  what  remained 
to  be  done ; extending  its  concern  to  thofe  in 
London,  the  feveral  counties,  and  the  ifles  of  Jerfey 
and  Guernfey  •,  and  all  England  feemed  to  be  en- 
gaged about  them.  ' No  fooner  was  the  fubferip- 
tion  exhaufted  than  it  v/as  renewed,  and  the  king 
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and  the  Government  added  to  it  with  the  noble 
fpirit  worthy  the  natiiDn.  Winch efter  rofc  out  of 
its  ruins.  Other  kings  who  filled  the  throne  of 
George  made  it  the  palace  of  their  magnificence  ; 
he  found  more  glory  in  making  it  the  retreat  of 
600  unhappy  men.  The  archbifliop  of  Canter-^ 
bury  offered  his  palace  and  his  fortune  to  all  the 
French  bifhops  ; almoft  all  the  Englifh  bifhops 
and  clergy  feemed  to  forget  the  difference  of  opi- 
nions, and  beheld  only  brethren  in  thefe  legions 
of  exiled  priefts.  Their  pulpits  echoed  with  the 
moft  elegant  and  pathetic  exhortations  to  their 
audience,  to  infpire  them  with  the  fentiments  of 
generofity,  admiration,  and  refped;,  which  them- 
felves  felt.  The  foul  of  Fenelon  feemed  to  adiuate 
them.  All  that  this  pattern  of  univerfal  benevo- 
lence had  done  for  their  Englifh  heroes,  you  would 
have  faid,  they  meant  to  repay  to  the  French  con- 
feflbrs.  The  Univerfities  fhared  the  glory  with  the 
clergy ; that  of  Oxford  has  fent  and  has  doubled  be- 
nefits which  announce  the  wealth  of  Plato  and  the 
heart  of  Socrates.  Phyficians  gave  their  attendance 
without  fee,  and  not  a great  or  a rich  man  but 
fhared  his  fortune  with  thefe  new  guefhs.  Even  the 
poor  offered  their  mite  ; the  fempftrefs  gratuitoufly 
offers  the  labour  of  her  hands ; the  feller  of  pota- 
toes laments  that  the  priefts  declined  dealing  with 
her  again  a fecond  time,  bccaufe  fhe  refufed  to  take 
their  money ; and  the  milkwoman  puts  the  gains 
of  the  day  into  their  hands,  and  is  loft  in  the  crowd 
for  fear  of  being  feen.  Children  apply  what  has  been 
given  them  for  playthings.  It  is  the  fubfeription  of 
innocence  unacquainted  with  misfortune;  but,  being 
told  thefe  men  have  loft  their  all,  it  gives  them 
all  it  has.  Even  a poor  day-labourer  at  Mrs.  Sil- 
burn^s  offered  to  maintain  one  of  them  by  his  la- 
bour. Happy  the  nation  where  fuch  hearts  are  to 
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.be found  1 Of  8000  prlefts  who  arrived  in  England 
not  one  wanted  neceflaries.  The  allowance  to 
each  was  two  guineas  a month.  From  September 
1792,  to  Auguft  1, 179^,  the  fubfcription  amounted 
to  32',oocl.  A collection  appointed  by  Govern- 
'menC  raifed  35,000!.  In  Auguft,  the  expence 
amounted  to  47,800!.  at  which  time  1500  French 
priefts  in  London,  about  500  in  the-  counties, 
2200  at  Jerfey,  and  600  in  VVTnchefter  caftle,  in 
all  4808,  fed,  clothed,  lodged,  maintained  in  fick- 
nefs  and  health,  were  fupplied  folely  by  this  fund 
of  Englifh  generofity ; and  the  number  increafed 
daily.  Several,  who  at  firft  maintained  many  of 
their  brethren,  unable  to  get  over  their  reve- 
nues, were  reduced  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fub^ 
fcriptions.  Add  to  the  above  fums  i2,oool.  in  pri- 
vate contributions,  not  included  in  the  committee's 
accounts,  any  more  than  the  relief  afforded  by 
l^ord  Arundel  and  other  Englifh  who  maintained 
a number  of  the  clergy  in  their  houfes. 

The  French  laity  were  alfo  relieved  by  a particu- 
larlfubfcription,  lefs,  indeed,  in  proportion,  becaufe 
their  wants  and  their  cafe  were  lefs  known,  and 
unfortunately  might  appear,  in  many  inflances, 
equivocal.  Hiftory  will,  doubtlefs,  one  dayjuftify 
that  of  the  true  Royalills.  To  reproach  them  with 
not  flaying  in  France  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  Royalty, 
is  forming  no  idea  of  the  French  revolution,  or  the 
way  in  which  it  was  conducted  from  the  firfl.  All 
preparations  for  it  were  made  in  the  moft  under- 
hand manner.  On  a fignal  given,  July  14,  all  the 
clubs  ifiued  at  once  from  under  ground.  Above 
'300,000  men  were  armed  in  as  inftant.  The 
greater  part  ofahe  foldiers  w^ere  gained,  and  the 
army  diforganized.  The  clubs,  inflruCted  before- 
“hahd,  had  an  eye  on  the  gentry and,  if  they  faw 
‘but  three  or  four  together,  fenc  bands  of  ruffians  to 
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dlfpcrfe  or  murder  them.  Thefe  favage  watchmen, 
as  foon  as  they  appeared,  had  their  eyes  every 
where,  both  in  the  towns  and  caftles.  All  the  arms, 
artillery,  and  arfenals,  were  in  their  hands  in  a 
moment.  The  genius  of  Bayard  or  Duguefclin 
would  have  been  of  no  avail  in  the  heart  of  France. 
All  that  the  gentry  could  expert  was  the  certainty 
of  being  maflacred  if  they  did  not  adt  the  infamous 
part  of  democrats.  Some  might  have  concealed 
themfelves  with  Gallon ; a greater  number  would 
have  created  fufpicion.  Their  true  place  was  at 
Coblentz,  when  the  emigrant  princes  arrived  there ; 
but  other  misfortunes  and  obftacles  awaited  them 
there.  When  the  whole  of  conflant  and  ufelefs 
fullering  during  the  campaign  of  the  Prince  of 
Brunfwick  is  known,  and  all  the  impediments  put 
in  the  way  of  the  adtivity  of  the  true  French  nobi- 
lity, their  courage  will  no  longer  be  called  in 
queflion.  There  were  undoubtedly  feme  unthink, 
ing  young  men,  too  little  changed  to  have  brought 
away  fuch  manners,  fuch  referve,  fuch  good  beha  • 
viour,  as  are  of  more  confequence  than  courage ; 
but  there  are  many  more,  and  their  number  in- 
creafes  by  reflexion,  who  have  difliinguifhed  them- 
felves by  a different  condudh.  The  grateful  fenti- 
fnents  of  the  priefts  did  not  prevent  their  feeing 
with  concern  a number  of  their  brethren  and  fellow- 
citizens,  who  would  have  found  more  patronage  if 
their  caufe  had  been  better  known,  or  their  ap> 
pearance  better  judged  of.  Another  circumftance, 
in  which  Providence  and  the  Englifh  nation  fa- 
voured the  French  clergy,  was,  that  whereas  in 
England,  but  two  years  before  their  arrival,  their 
religion  alone,  in  the  midft  of  many  others,  had 
groaned  under  the  yoke  of  abfolute  intolerance, 
they  found  the  mi  Id  eft  toleration,  and  a fufficient 
number  of  temples  open  to  their  piety.  At*  this 
time  the  Englilli,  notwichftanding  all  their  dif- 
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fercnce  of  worfhip,  forgot  the  mofl  .inveterate 
hatred.  They  were  all  brethren,  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  the  law,  without  envy  or  difputes ; they 
left  each  other  at  liberty  to  follow  the  God  of  their 
confcience.  The  prelates  and  minifters  of  the 
Eflablilhed  Church  proved  to  the  emigrant  clergy 
zealous  benefadlors;  not  one  perfecutor,  not  one  who 
raifedanyobflacle.  Amongthe  Roman  catholics  they 
found  men  whofe  benevolence,  as  well  as  their  faith, 
fhewed  them  brethren.  An  edifying  and  zealous 
clergy  cultivated  this  favoured  portion  of  the  church. 
Fourbifhops,  dillributedin'the  Britifhempire  under 
the  name  of  vicars  general,  governed  it  by  their  vir- 
tues and  examples  more  than  by  their  authority,  and 
did  them  every  fervice  in  their  power,  by  render- 
ing the  performance  of  their  religious  fervice  eafy, 
and  informing  them  of  the  religious  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  to  prevent  every  inconvenience  that 
might  arife  from  inexperience.  Mr.  Douglas,  the 
bifhop  refiding  at  London,  affifled  them  with  his 
advice  as  well  as  his  charity.  Thus  Providence 
diredted  every  relief  of  humanity  and  religion  for 
the  ecclefiaflics  who  came  to  Tlngland.  Ingra- 
titude found  no  place  in  their  hearts.  The  bifhop 
de  St.  Pol  was  the  interpreter  of  their  gratitude* 
The  nation  received  with  fenfibility  his  letter  on 
this  fubject,  worthy  of  his  heart  and  his  piety : if 
his  exprefCon  fell  fliort  of  his  wlflies,  it  is  becaufe 
fuch  was  the  fituation  of  the  French  priefts  in 
, England,  that  it  was  as  much  out  of  the  power  of 
language  to  utter  the  extent  and  ftrength  of  their 
fentiments  as  it  is  to  enumerate  the  benefits  re- 
ceived. They  owed  to  God  another  proof  of  their 
gratitude  : in  order  to  redouble  the  fervor  of  their 
devotion  in  their  exile,  they  gave  themfeWes  up  to 
the  exercifes  of  a fpiritual  retreat.  It  was  a new 
fight  in  England,  to  behold  them  attending  morning 
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and  evening/  for  eight  days,  on  thofg  exercifes  of 
piety,  thofe  holy  meditations,  thofe  difcourfes 
which  M.  .Beamgard,  one  of  their  principal  preach- 
ers, was  dire^ed  to  deliver:  In  thefe  retreats,  three 

times  renewed  at  London,  they  purified  their  hearts 
by  repentance,  and  gave  themfelves  up  to  fenfa- 
tions  of  gratitude  to  God  and  the  Englifn  nation. 
At  the  clofe  of  each  meeting,  1200  priefts  (all  thofe 
who  could  that  day  join  themfelves  to  approach 
the  holy  table,  and  without  interruption)  received 
the  communion  from  the  hands  of  the  apoftoliq 
vicar. 

It  is  not  enough  to  compare  England,  protedling 
fo  avowedly  8000  Pmman  catholic  priehs ; and 
the  French  Jacobins,  perfecuting,  murdering,  or 
driving  out,  all  thefe  minifters  of  a religion  which 
they  pretended  to  leave  untouched.  Odober  19, 
landed  at  Brighthclmifone  39  French  Benedidine 
nuns  of  Montargis,  under  their  fuperior,  Madame 
de  Levis  de  Mirepoix.  In  the  courfe  of  things,  it 
was  too  much  to  permit  them  to  live  in  England  as 
they  did  in  their  monaflery  in  the  happieft  day  for 
religion.  England  proved,  that  opprefl  Virtue  and 
Piety  could  never  prefumc  too  much  on  its  favour. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  was  there  at  the  time;  his 
goodnefs  and  clemency  were  an  carnefl;  of  the  pro- 
tc6Hon  they  would  experience.  They  were  received 
with  every  mark  of  refped  and  generofity ; and  a 
peaceful  retreat  was  affigned  them,  where  they  live 
in  the  tranquillity  which  the  national  goodnefs  and 
charader  fecure  more  than  the  law. 

The  overthrow  of  P.ellgion  being  follow'ed  by 
that  of  Monarchy  ; to  avenge  them  both,  God  has 
at  this  moment  poured  out  all  his  fcourges, 
France  had  been  the  fcandal  of  Europe  ^ fhe  is  novv 
become  the  difgrace  and  abhorrence.  The  nations 
on  the  North  and  South  prefs  hard  upon  her,  and 
H 2 tread 
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tread  her  under  foot ; not  fo  much  to  fubdue  as  to 
confine  her  and  prevent  her  devouring  herfelf. 
Her  monftrous  fedt  is  the  wild  beaft  furrounded  in 
the  forefl  to  prevent  his  extending  his  ravages 
around  ; the  plague  with  a line  drawn  round  it  by 
the  neighbouring  nations  that  it  may  not  infed 
them.  Gallon  makes  war  within  *,  York,  Cobourg, 
and  Frederic,  on  the  frontiers*  Unhappy  empire  I 
itfelf  were  fufficient  to  complete  its  own  deftruc- 
tion.  There  are  no  more  great  men  in  it,  and  the 
little  ones  are  devouring  one  another.  The  firft 
rebels  are  no  more;  Mirabeau  is  dead  ; the  duke 
de  la  Rochefoucauld  is  afTaffinated  ; Roberfpierre 
has  driven  away  Pethion ; Danton  has  crulhed 
Condorcet ; Marat  has  imprifoned  Briffot ; Danton 
is  fufpedled  by  his  ruffians ; and  Marat  is  rotten. 
The  Jacobins  of  the  Gironde  and  Marfeillcs  have 
taken  up  arms  againft  the  Jacobins  of  the  Seine. 
Thefe  monflers  bite,  tear,  and  murder  each  other. 
Roberfpierre  remains  alone  among  his  ruffians, 
becaufe  there  are  no  more  executioners  in  France. 
-Anarchy,  corruption,  murder,  famine,  wicked- 
nefs,  and  the  excefs  of  madnefs,  prevail  univerfally. 
The  people  every  where  fuffer,  plunder,  flea), 
murder,  cry  liberty  ; and  every  where  are  the  Haves 
of  their  banditti.  Every  where  they  cry  equality, 
and  every  where  are  equally  wretched.  If  we 
were  to  continue  the  hiflory  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, fuch  would  be  the  frightful  chaos  which  it 
offers  to  develope  ! But  who  can  develope.  the 
hiftory  of  this  Hell  } It  is  not, 'it  cannot  be  knowm 
to  us  but  by  the  vidlims  which  efcape  from  it  in 
fpite  of  it.  The  demons  wffio  reign  there  are  too 
proud  to  fuffer  any  to  come  near  them  who  can 
unveil  their  diforders,  their  confufion,  their  new 
crimes ; and  ffiew  them  fuch  as  they  are  under  the 
hand  of  an  avenging  God.  The  nations  have 

heard 
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heard  enough,  and  I haye  faid  enough,  to  fliew  by 
what  crimes,  what  horrors,  the  mod:  impious  of 
fedis  has  called  down  thefe  fcourges.  May  the 
God,  whom  it  has  forced  to  pour  them  on  my  un-  ^ 
happy  country,  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  at  length  en- 
treated ! if  the  blood  of  his  martyrs  at  firit  cried 
for  vengeance,  may  it  now  cry  for  mercy ! Thefe 
martyrs  are  our  brethren,  they  will  unite  with  thefe 
legions  of  priefts  whom  they  have  left  fcattered  on 
the  earth.  They  will  fee  us  importune  them,  in- 
voke and  folicitthem,  to  offer  holy  violence  to  our 
God.  They  were  our  friends ; our  caufe  is  the 
fame ; they  died  for  refufng  the  perjury  of  fehifm, 
herefy,  and  impiety.  The  decree  of  our  exile  al- 
leges no  other  ,*  we  recall  it  with  confidence  to 
our  martyrs.  May  they  unite  their  vows  to  ours  I 
and  may  their  prayers  be  more  effedtual  than  the 
crimes  of  the  wicked  ! May  the  impious  be  con- 
verted ! may  the  happy  days  of  France  revive  I 
may  her  throne,  her  king,  her  queen,  and  her 
altars,  be  reflored.  Long  has  the  vengeance  of 
God  on  this  unfortunate  empire  founded  in  the 
ears  of  the  nations.  The  lords  of  the  earth  are 
informed  of  it.  Affrighted  Europe  has  feen  the 
plagues  called  down  by  the  blafphemies  of  falfe 
wifdom.  If  the  name  of  the  impious,  and  the 
memory  of  their  fchool,  is  yet  preferved,  it  will  be 
like  the  remembrance  of  a great  plague,  and  armies 
of  infe^ls  and  venom,  the  offspring  of  corruptioru 
A remembrance  dearer  to  our  annals,  dearer  to 
the  priefls  of  the  Lord,  w'ill  be  that  of  the  nations 
wdio  received  them,  and  of  the  kindnefs  with  which 
they  loaded  them.’^ 
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